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MESSAGE 
 

 

It is a matter of great satisfaction to note that the devotees, friends and well wishers 

of our centre in Brisbane have come forward to organize the Annual celebration of 

the Centre on the 29th of May, 2010. 

 

Swami Vivekananda, in establishing the Ramakrishna Mission envisaged the purpose 

of the organization would be “to rouse in all people the awareness of the ever–

present focus of human dignity, namely the Atman, the Divine Spark, and to help 

them manifest that Glory in every movement of their life.” We are sure that with the 

enthusiastic support of all members and friends, the Brisbane centre would be able 

to provide inspiration and support to the community in the light of the above vision 

of Swamiji. 

 

May the grace and blessings of Sri Ramakrishna, Holy Mother Sri Sarada Devi and 

Swami Vivekananda always guide us all is our humble prayer. 
 

 

  

 

 

  Swami Sridharananda 

  President 
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1.  5.45 pm - Introduction 

2.  5.55 pm - Lighting of Lamp 

3.  6.00 pm - Invocation p

4.  6.10 pm - Group dance

5.  6.15 pm - Group dance

6.  6.20 pm - Welcome address by Dr

7.  6.25 pm - Speech - Shayne Neumann MP (Federal member for Blair)

8.  6.35 pm - Veena Recital

9.  6.45pm - Benedictory address

10.  7.10pm -  Bhajans  

11.  7.20 pm - Group Dance

12.  7.30 pm - Folk dance 

13.  7.35 pm - Classical dance

14.  7.45 pm - Group Dance

15.  7.55 pm - Kuchipudi dance

16.  8.05 pm - Vote of thanks
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29
th

 May 2010 

 

 

Introduction - Naren Sinnathamby & Gargi Unnikrishnan

Lighting of Lamp - Guest of honour 

Invocation prayer - Swami Atmeshānandaji 

ance - Nadananjali School of Dance 

ance - Nadananjali School of Dance 

Welcome address by Dr.  Maha Sinnathamby 

Shayne Neumann MP (Federal member for Blair)

Veena Recital 

Benedictory address - Swami Sridharanandaji 

Group Dance - Eswaralaya Kalaikoodam 

 - Nadananjali School of Dance 

ance - Nadananjali School of Dance  

Group Dance - Eswaralaya Kalaikoodam 

pudi dance - Shruthi Bandi 

Vote of thanks - Dr Ashim Majumdar 

Dinner 
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1. Introduction 
      Compere: Naren Sinnathamby & Gargi Unnikrishnan

 

2. Lighting of Lamp 
 

3. Invocation Prayer 
Swami Atmeshānandaji 
 

4. Group Dance - Thiruvala 
Dance Choreography: Smt Chitra Yogi Srikanta, Nadananjali School of Dance
To the melodious music, young dancers perform various patterns of dance sequences.
 
Performed by: 
Sarada Bala Nair            Arya Atur
Aanjali Honan                 Aanika Honan
Vandana Juby                Anjana Jeyakumar
Ashwini Kangatharan     Shreya Parikh
Saranya Ravichandran   
 

5. Patham - Kalla Krishna 
            Dance Choreography: Smt Chitra Yogi Srikhanta

This item portrays the love Yasodha has for her child Krishna.
 
Performed by: 
Abirami Somasundaram       
Arya Krishnakumar                  Vellantina Ravirajh
 

6. Welcome address  
Dr Maha Sinnathamby 
 

7. Guest Address 
Shayne Neumann MP 
 

8. Veena Recital 
Music arranged: Mrs. Saradha Udayasurian, Mathura Vaani Isaipalli
This item includes 3 songs
Gajavadhana                           Ragam 
Kurai ondrumillai                      Ragam 
Brahmam okate                       Ragam 
 
Performed by: 
Dhamayanthi Surendra, Arunthathy Surendra and accompany on Tabala by Neil Krishnan Singh
 

9. Benedictory address 
Swami Sridharanandaji 

 
10. Bhajan -  Art of Living, Brisbane

Mrs. Nishi Saran and group
 

11. Group Dance - Neela Vinoda Krishna
      Ragam: Yadukula Kambhoji

Dance Choreography: Smt. Manga Surendran
In this dance, Yashoda and Gopies are portraying the eternal beauty of Krishna and his 
various forms, as the protector of cows, one who is capable of taking 10 avatars and the
protector of Draupadi. 
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Program details 

 

: Naren Sinnathamby & Gargi Unnikrishnan 

 

Dance Choreography: Smt Chitra Yogi Srikanta, Nadananjali School of Dance
To the melodious music, young dancers perform various patterns of dance sequences.

Arya Atur 
Aanika Honan 
Anjana Jeyakumar 
Shreya Parikh 

Dance Choreography: Smt Chitra Yogi Srikhanta 
ve Yasodha has for her child Krishna. 

    Amrutha Murali 
Arya Krishnakumar                  Vellantina Ravirajh 

rs. Saradha Udayasurian, Mathura Vaani Isaipalli
This item includes 3 songs 
Gajavadhana                           Ragam - Sri ranjani 
Kurai ondrumillai                      Ragam - Ragamalika 
Brahmam okate                       Ragam - Bowli 

Dhamayanthi Surendra, Arunthathy Surendra and accompany on Tabala by Neil Krishnan Singh

 

Art of Living, Brisbane 
Mrs. Nishi Saran and group  

Neela Vinoda Krishna  
ambhoji                     Thalam: Adi 

Dance Choreography: Smt. Manga Surendran 
In this dance, Yashoda and Gopies are portraying the eternal beauty of Krishna and his 
various forms, as the protector of cows, one who is capable of taking 10 avatars and the
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Dance Choreography: Smt Chitra Yogi Srikanta, Nadananjali School of Dance 
To the melodious music, young dancers perform various patterns of dance sequences. 

rs. Saradha Udayasurian, Mathura Vaani Isaipalli 

Dhamayanthi Surendra, Arunthathy Surendra and accompany on Tabala by Neil Krishnan Singh 

In this dance, Yashoda and Gopies are portraying the eternal beauty of Krishna and his 
various forms, as the protector of cows, one who is capable of taking 10 avatars and the 
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“I am the tread that runs through all the pearls”, and each pearl is a 

religion or even a sect thereof. Such are the differe

thread that runs through all of them; most people, however, are entirely 

unconscious of it. 

 
 
Performed by: 
Manisha Manojkumar         Rhakshikaa 
Vijekumar 
Simran Sharma                  Srimathy Narayanan
Oaviya Bawan 

 
12. Folk Dance - Guruvaiyoor

Dance Choreography:Smt Chitra Yogi Srikhanta
This item is in praise of Lord K
 
Performed by: 
Rithika Preethi                    Parangana Narula
Lakshmi Sithirasenan         Astuti Saisha Ram
Sivarubini Mugunthan         Ishita Punj
Nipuni Gomes 

 
13. Classical Dance - Patham  

Dance Choreography: Smt Chitra Yogi Srikhanta
This Item describes the playful nature of little Krishna.
 
Performed by: 
Arunthathy Surendra 
 

14. Group Dance - Panchamurthy Anjali
      Ragam: Kalyani              

Dance Choreography: Smt. Ma
Panchamurthy Anjali is in praise of five gods: Lord Ganesh, Murugan, Shiva, Shiva’s 
consort Shivakami and another form of Shiva Sandikeswarer. This dance describes the 
deity’s procession around the temple. The devotees
to invoke their blessings. 
 
Performed by: 
Prathnaa Haripersad           Mathuja Bawan
Karishma Sharma               Meenaloshini Ambikavathi
Dhivyaa Ambikavathi 
 

15. Kuchipudi dance - Shabdam 
Dance Choreography: Smt. Vempati 
The dance is about the fourth episode of the Ramayana series, in which Rama gives 
salvation to Shabari. Shabari, a great devotee of Rama waits for his darshan all her life 
and this dance depicts the pure love between Lord Rama and Shabari, the 
 
Performed by:  
Shruthi Bandi 
 

16. Vote of thanks  
Dr Ashim Majumdar 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

An online version of the souvenir cop
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“I am the tread that runs through all the pearls”, and each pearl is a 

religion or even a sect thereof. Such are the different pearls, and God is the 

thread that runs through all of them; most people, however, are entirely 

-Swami Vivekananda

Rhakshikaa  

Srimathy Narayanan 

Guruvaiyoor 
Dance Choreography:Smt Chitra Yogi Srikhanta 
This item is in praise of Lord Krishna also known as Guruvaiyoorappan.

Parangana Narula 
Astuti Saisha Ram 

Sivarubini Mugunthan         Ishita Punj                    

ce Choreography: Smt Chitra Yogi Srikhanta 

This Item describes the playful nature of little Krishna. 

Panchamurthy Anjali 
         Thalam: Rupakam 

Dance Choreography: Smt. Manga Surendran, Eswaralaya Kalaikoodam
Panchamurthy Anjali is in praise of five gods: Lord Ganesh, Murugan, Shiva, Shiva’s 
consort Shivakami and another form of Shiva Sandikeswarer. This dance describes the 
deity’s procession around the temple. The devotees pay homage to the supreme gods 

 

Mathuja Bawan 
Meenaloshini Ambikavathi 

Shabdam   
Dance Choreography: Smt. Vempati Nageshwari 
The dance is about the fourth episode of the Ramayana series, in which Rama gives 
salvation to Shabari. Shabari, a great devotee of Rama waits for his darshan all her life 
and this dance depicts the pure love between Lord Rama and Shabari, the 

 
 

 
 

 

copy is available at our Centre’s website: www.ram

PPPaaagggeee   444      

 

“I am the tread that runs through all the pearls”, and each pearl is a 

nt pearls, and God is the 

thread that runs through all of them; most people, however, are entirely 

Swami Vivekananda 

rishna also known as Guruvaiyoorappan. 

nga Surendran, Eswaralaya Kalaikoodam 
Panchamurthy Anjali is in praise of five gods: Lord Ganesh, Murugan, Shiva, Shiva’s 
consort Shivakami and another form of Shiva Sandikeswarer. This dance describes the 

pay homage to the supreme gods  

The dance is about the fourth episode of the Ramayana series, in which Rama gives 
salvation to Shabari. Shabari, a great devotee of Rama waits for his darshan all her life  
and this dance depicts the pure love between Lord Rama and Shabari, the devotee. 

.ramakrishna.com.au 
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Designation & Name 
President: Dr. Maha Sinnathamby 

Deputy President: Dr. Ashim Majumdar 

Vice President : Swami Atmeshananda 

Vice President : Prof. Prasad Yarlagadda

Vice President : Dr. V.P Unnikrishnan  

Secretary: Mr. Shyam Das  

Asst. Secretary: Mr.K.K.Navaratnam 

Asst. Secretary: Mr. Atul Deshpande 

Treasurer: Mr. Rajah Kunarajah 

Asst. Treasurer: Mr. Mahalingam Perumal 

Asst. Treasurer: Mr. Jayendra S Bundela

Designation & Name 
Dr. Bram Singh 

Mr. Som Parkash 

Mr. Biswadeep Basu 

Mr. Sritharan Rasiah   

Mr. Muttiah Surendra 

Dr. Naidu Bodapati 

Mrs. Saras Narsey 

Mrs. Vicky Mogana Sundaram 

Dr. Gopal Krishna Bose 

Mrs. Parames Navaneethan 

Mr. Hari Raniga 

Prof. Tapan Kumar Saha 

Ms. Jayashree Kapadia 

Ms. Krishnavanee Newman 

Ms. Preethi Suraj 

Mr. Indra Raja Selvaduray 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

STATE 

Adelaide 

Brisbane 

Canberra 

Melbourne 

Perth 

Sydney 

Ramakrishna Vedanta Centre of Queensland Inc

Tel: (+61 7) 3720 0228              

RAMAKRISHNA VEDANTA CENTRE OF QUEENSLAND

---------------------------------- OOONNNSSS      

 

Executive Committee 

Telephone 
+(61 7) 3878 4142 m.sinnathamby@murgroup.com.au

 +(61 7) 3264 8089 majumdars@iprimus.com.au 

+(61) 1800 833 268 atmesha@gmail.com 

Vice President : Prof. Prasad Yarlagadda +(61 7) 3376 7438 y.prasad@qut.edu.au 

+ ( 61 ) 0430 383 825                    uzpilla@mainroads.qld.gov.au

+(61 7) 38442088 targettt@bigpond.com 

+(61 7) 3711 5363 nahila99@optusnet.com.au

+(61) 0405 134  951 atuldeshpanday@

+(61 7) 3381 9004 kms28@bigpond.com

Mahalingam Perumal  +(61) 0403 506 397 plingam4@hotmail.com

Jayendra S Bundela  +(61) 0433 422 100 Jayendra.bundela@gmail.com

Committee Members 

Telephone 
+(61) 0407 800 899 bramsinghdr@optusnet.com.au

+(61 7) 3272 5071 kikusom1765@bigpond.com

+(61) 0431 555 906 biswa_basu@yahoo.com 

+(61 7) 3378 4756 sriaustralia@gmail.com

+(61 7) 3376 6880 muttiah.surendra@nrm.qld.gov.au

+(61) 0421 877  717 bodapaties@hotmail.com

+(61 7) 3350 5352 saraswn@hotmail.com 

+(61) 0422 687 464 moganvik@hotmail.com

+(61 7) 3423 0129 gopal_bose@health.qld.gov.au

+(61 7) 3343 4462 naba@aapt.net.au

+(61 7) 0413 201 701 hari@majans.com.au

+(61 7) 3375 6528 saha@itee.uq.edu.au

+(61 7)3288 4903 jaykapadias@gmail.com

+(61) 0 423 053 908 krishnavanee_newman@hotmail.com

+(61) 0412 460 035 preethisuraj@hotmail.com

+(61) 0432 603 993 indraselvaduray@hotmail.com

INTERSTATE CONTACT DETAILS: 

CONTACT TELEPHONE

Mr. Raman Sharma (08) 8431 9775

Mr. Vikas Reddy (07) 372

Mr. J Venkataraman (02) 6258 7612

Mr. S Ravinutala (03) 9803 6154

Ms. Sharmini Lingam (08)9446 9585

Swami Sridharananda (02) 81977351

Centre Information 

Ramakrishna Vedanta Centre of Queensland Inc 

181 Burbong Street, Chapel Hill 

Qld 4069, Brisbane 

Tel: (+61 7) 3720 0228                E-mail: vedantabrisbane@gmail.com

Website: www.ramakrishna.com.au 

RAMAKRISHNA VEDANTA CENTRE OF QUEENSLAND
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e-mail 
m.sinnathamby@murgroup.com.au 

majumdars@iprimus.com.au  

atmesha@gmail.com  

y.prasad@qut.edu.au  

uzpilla@mainroads.qld.gov.au 

argettt@bigpond.com  

ahila99@optusnet.com.au 

@gmail.com  

kms28@bigpond.com 

plingam4@hotmail.com 

Jayendra.bundela@gmail.com 

e-mail 
bramsinghdr@optusnet.com.au 

kikusom1765@bigpond.com 

biswa_basu@yahoo.com  

sriaustralia@gmail.com 

muttiah.surendra@nrm.qld.gov.au 

bodapaties@hotmail.com 

saraswn@hotmail.com  

moganvik@hotmail.com 

gopal_bose@health.qld.gov.au 

naba@aapt.net.au 

hari@majans.com.au 

saha@itee.uq.edu.au 

jaykapadias@gmail.com 

krishnavanee_newman@hotmail.com 

preethisuraj@hotmail.com 

indraselvaduray@hotmail.com 

TELEPHONE 

8431 9775 

(07) 3720 0228 

(02) 6258 7612 

(03) 9803 6154 

9446 9585 

(02) 81977351 

vedantabrisbane@gmail.com 

RAMAKRISHNA VEDANTA CENTRE OF QUEENSLAND INC 
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Ramakrishna Math and Ramakrishna Mission

Ramakrishna Math and Ramakrishna Mission are

worldwide spiritual movement (known as Ramakrishna Movement or Vedanta Movement), which 

aims at the harmony of religions, harmony of the East and the West, harmony of the ancient and 

the modern, spiritual fulfillment, all

peace for all humanity, without any distinctions of creed, caste, race or nationality. 

 

Ramakrishna Math is a monastic organization for men brought into existence by Sri Ramakrishna 

(1836-1886), the great 19th century saint of Bengal who is regarded as the Prophet of the Modern 

Age.  

 

Ramakrishna Mission is a registered society in which monks of Ramakrishna Math and lay devotees 

cooperate in conducting various types of social service mai

Ramakrishna's chief apostle, Swami Vivekananda (1863

religious leaders of the present age, who is regarded as 'one of the main moulders of the modern 

world', in the words of an eminent Western scholar A. L. Basham.

 

Although Ramakrishna Math and Ramakrishna Mission are legally and financially separate, they are 

closely inter-related in several other ways, and are to be regarded as twin organizations.

The Math and the Mission togethe

the world.  

 

The Headquarters of these centres

Math come under the administrative control of the Board of Trustees, whereas all

of Ramakrishna Mission come under the administrative control of the Governing Body of 

Ramakrishna Mission. 

The main goals and objectives of these twin organizations, based on the principles of Practical 

Vedanta, are: 

• To spread the idea of the potential divinity of every being and how to manifest it through 

every action and thought.

•  To spread the idea of harmony of religions based on Sri Ramakrishna's experience that all 

religions lead to the realization of the same Reality known by differen

religions. The Mission honours and reveres the founders of all world religions such as 

Buddha, Christ and Mohammed.

•  To treat all work as worship, and service to man as service to God.

•  To make all possible attempts to alleviate human 

rendering medical service, extending help to villagers through rural development centres, 

etc. 

•  To work for the all-round welfare of humanity, especially for the uplift of the poor and the 

downtrodden.  

• To develop harmonious personalities by the combined practice of Jnana, Bhakti, Yoga and 

Karma. 

The motto of Ramakrishna Math and Ramakrishna Mission is:

Atmano mokshartham jagad hitaya cha

"For one's own salvation, and for the welfare of the world"

Source: 
 

EEE   OOOFFF   QQQLLLDDD      

Ramakrishna Math and Ramakrishna Mission 

 
Ramakrishna Math and Ramakrishna Mission are twin organizations which form the core of a 

worldwide spiritual movement (known as Ramakrishna Movement or Vedanta Movement), which 

aims at the harmony of religions, harmony of the East and the West, harmony of the ancient and 

lment, all-round development of human faculties, social equality, and 

peace for all humanity, without any distinctions of creed, caste, race or nationality. 

is a monastic organization for men brought into existence by Sri Ramakrishna 

1886), the great 19th century saint of Bengal who is regarded as the Prophet of the Modern 

is a registered society in which monks of Ramakrishna Math and lay devotees 

cooperate in conducting various types of social service mainly in India. It was founded by Sri 

Ramakrishna's chief apostle, Swami Vivekananda (1863-1902), one of the foremost thinkers and 

religious leaders of the present age, who is regarded as 'one of the main moulders of the modern 

nent Western scholar A. L. Basham. 

Although Ramakrishna Math and Ramakrishna Mission are legally and financially separate, they are 

related in several other ways, and are to be regarded as twin organizations.

The Math and the Mission together have 171 branch centres all over India and in different parts of 

centres are situated in Belur Math. All branch centre

Math come under the administrative control of the Board of Trustees, whereas all

of Ramakrishna Mission come under the administrative control of the Governing Body of 

The main goals and objectives of these twin organizations, based on the principles of Practical 

he potential divinity of every being and how to manifest it through 

every action and thought. 

To spread the idea of harmony of religions based on Sri Ramakrishna's experience that all 

religions lead to the realization of the same Reality known by differen

religions. The Mission honours and reveres the founders of all world religions such as 

Buddha, Christ and Mohammed. 

To treat all work as worship, and service to man as service to God. 

To make all possible attempts to alleviate human suffering by spreading education, 

rendering medical service, extending help to villagers through rural development centres, 

round welfare of humanity, especially for the uplift of the poor and the 

us personalities by the combined practice of Jnana, Bhakti, Yoga and 

The motto of Ramakrishna Math and Ramakrishna Mission is:

Atmano mokshartham jagad hitaya cha,  

"For one's own salvation, and for the welfare of the world"

Source: http://belurmath.org/home.htm 
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twin organizations which form the core of a 

worldwide spiritual movement (known as Ramakrishna Movement or Vedanta Movement), which 

aims at the harmony of religions, harmony of the East and the West, harmony of the ancient and 

round development of human faculties, social equality, and 
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is a monastic organization for men brought into existence by Sri Ramakrishna 

1886), the great 19th century saint of Bengal who is regarded as the Prophet of the Modern 

is a registered society in which monks of Ramakrishna Math and lay devotees 

nly in India. It was founded by Sri 

1902), one of the foremost thinkers and 

religious leaders of the present age, who is regarded as 'one of the main moulders of the modern 

Although Ramakrishna Math and Ramakrishna Mission are legally and financially separate, they are 

related in several other ways, and are to be regarded as twin organizations. 

all over India and in different parts of 
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Math come under the administrative control of the Board of Trustees, whereas all branch centres 

of Ramakrishna Mission come under the administrative control of the Governing Body of 

The main goals and objectives of these twin organizations, based on the principles of Practical 

he potential divinity of every being and how to manifest it through 

To spread the idea of harmony of religions based on Sri Ramakrishna's experience that all 

religions lead to the realization of the same Reality known by different names in different 

religions. The Mission honours and reveres the founders of all world religions such as 

suffering by spreading education, 

rendering medical service, extending help to villagers through rural development centres, 

round welfare of humanity, especially for the uplift of the poor and the 

us personalities by the combined practice of Jnana, Bhakti, Yoga and 

The motto of Ramakrishna Math and Ramakrishna Mission is: 

"For one's own salvation, and for the welfare of the world" 
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 Swami Vivekananda's Speech 

The World Parliament of Religions,

WELCOME ADDRESS - Chicago, Sept 11, 1893

Sisters and Brothers of America, 

 

It fills my heart with joy unspeakable to rise in

cordial welcome which you have given us. I thank you in the name of the most ancient order of 

monks in the world; I thank you in the name of the mother of religions, and I thank you in the 

name of millions and millions of Hindu pe

 

My thanks, also, to some of the speakers on this platform who, referring to the delegates from the 

Orient, have told you that these men from far

different lands the idea of toleration. I am proud to belong to a religion which has taught the world 

both tolerance and universal acceptance. We believe not only in universal toleration, but we 

accept all religions as true. I am proud to belong to a nation which has sheltered the p

and the refugees of all religions and all nations of the earth. I am proud to tell you that we have 

gathered in our bosom the purest remnant of the Israelites, who came to Southern India and took 

refuge with us in the very year in which their hol

tyranny. I am proud to belong to the religion which has sheltered and is still fostering the remnant 

of the grand Zoroastrian nation. I will quote to you, brethren, a few lines from a hymn which I 

remember to have repeated from my earliest boyhood, which is every day repeated by millions of 

human beings: "As the different streams having their sources in different paths which men take 

through different tendencies, various though they appear, crooked or straight, all 

The present convention, which is one of the most august assemblies ever held, is in itself a 

vindication, a declaration to the world of the wonderful doctrine preached in the Gita: "Whosoever 

comes to Me, through whatsoever form, I reach him

the end lead to me." Sectarianism, bigotry, and its horrible descendant, fanaticism, have long 

possessed this beautiful earth. They have filled the earth with violence, drenched it often and often 

with human blood, destroyed civilization and sent whole nations to despair. Had it not been for 

these horrible demons, human society would be far more advanced than it is now. But their time is 

come; and I fervently hope that the bell that tolled this morning in hono

be the death-knell of all fanaticism, of all persecutions with the sword or with the pen, and of all 

uncharitable feelings between persons wending their way to the same goal.

 

CONCLUDING ADDRESS - Chicago, Sept 27, 1893

 

The World's Parliament of Religions has become an accomplished fact, and the merciful Father has 

helped those who laboured to bring it into existence, and crowned with success their most 

unselfish labour. 

 

My thanks to those noble souls whose large hearts and love 

dream and then realized it. My thanks to the shower of liberal sentiments that has overflowed this 

platform. My thanks to this enlightened audience for their uniform kindness to me and for their 

appreciation of every thought that tends to smooth the friction of religions. A few jarring notes 

were heard from time to time in this harmony. My special thanks to them, for they have, by their 

striking contrast, made general harmony the sweeter.
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Speech  

The World Parliament of Religions, Chicago 

Chicago, Sept 11, 1893 

 

It fills my heart with joy unspeakable to rise in response to the warm and 

cordial welcome which you have given us. I thank you in the name of the most ancient order of 

monks in the world; I thank you in the name of the mother of religions, and I thank you in the 

name of millions and millions of Hindu people of all classes and sects. 

My thanks, also, to some of the speakers on this platform who, referring to the delegates from the 

Orient, have told you that these men from far-off nations may well claim the honour of bearing to 

toleration. I am proud to belong to a religion which has taught the world 

both tolerance and universal acceptance. We believe not only in universal toleration, but we 

accept all religions as true. I am proud to belong to a nation which has sheltered the p

and the refugees of all religions and all nations of the earth. I am proud to tell you that we have 

gathered in our bosom the purest remnant of the Israelites, who came to Southern India and took 

refuge with us in the very year in which their holy temple was shattered to pieces by Roman 

tyranny. I am proud to belong to the religion which has sheltered and is still fostering the remnant 

of the grand Zoroastrian nation. I will quote to you, brethren, a few lines from a hymn which I 

repeated from my earliest boyhood, which is every day repeated by millions of 

human beings: "As the different streams having their sources in different paths which men take 

through different tendencies, various though they appear, crooked or straight, all 

The present convention, which is one of the most august assemblies ever held, is in itself a 

vindication, a declaration to the world of the wonderful doctrine preached in the Gita: "Whosoever 

comes to Me, through whatsoever form, I reach him; all men are struggling through paths which in 

the end lead to me." Sectarianism, bigotry, and its horrible descendant, fanaticism, have long 

possessed this beautiful earth. They have filled the earth with violence, drenched it often and often 

blood, destroyed civilization and sent whole nations to despair. Had it not been for 

these horrible demons, human society would be far more advanced than it is now. But their time is 

come; and I fervently hope that the bell that tolled this morning in honour of this convention may 

knell of all fanaticism, of all persecutions with the sword or with the pen, and of all 

uncharitable feelings between persons wending their way to the same goal. 

Chicago, Sept 27, 1893 

's Parliament of Religions has become an accomplished fact, and the merciful Father has 

helped those who laboured to bring it into existence, and crowned with success their most 

My thanks to those noble souls whose large hearts and love of truth first dreamed this wonderful 

dream and then realized it. My thanks to the shower of liberal sentiments that has overflowed this 

platform. My thanks to this enlightened audience for their uniform kindness to me and for their 

thought that tends to smooth the friction of religions. A few jarring notes 

were heard from time to time in this harmony. My special thanks to them, for they have, by their 

striking contrast, made general harmony the sweeter. 
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off nations may well claim the honour of bearing to 

toleration. I am proud to belong to a religion which has taught the world 

both tolerance and universal acceptance. We believe not only in universal toleration, but we 
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tyranny. I am proud to belong to the religion which has sheltered and is still fostering the remnant 

of the grand Zoroastrian nation. I will quote to you, brethren, a few lines from a hymn which I 

repeated from my earliest boyhood, which is every day repeated by millions of 

human beings: "As the different streams having their sources in different paths which men take 

through different tendencies, various though they appear, crooked or straight, all lead to Thee." 
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; all men are struggling through paths which in 
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were heard from time to time in this harmony. My special thanks to them, for they have, by their 
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Much has been said of the common ground of religious unity. I am not going just now to venture 

my own theory. But if anyone here hopes that this unity will come by the triumph of any one of the 

religions and the destruction of the others, to him I say, "Brother, yours is an impossi

I wish that the Christian would become Hindu? God forbid. Do I wish that the Hindu or Buddhist 

would become Christian? God forbid.

 

The seed is put in the ground, and earth and air and water are placed around it. Does the seed 

become the earth, or the air, or the water? No. It becomes a plant. It develops after the law of its 

own growth assimilates the air, the earth, and the water, converts them into plant substance, and 

grows into a plant. Similar is the case with religion. The Christian is 

Buddhist, nor a Hindu or a Buddhist to become a Christian. But each must assimilate the spirit of 

the others and yet preserve his individuality and grow according to his own law of growth.

 

If the Parliament of Religions has show

that holiness, purity and charity are not the exclusive possessions of any church in the world, and 

that every system has produced men and women of the most exalted character. In the face of t

evidence, if anybody dreams of the exclusive survival of his own religion and the destruction of the 

others, I pity him from the bottom of my heart, and point out to him that upon the banner of every 

religion will soon be written in spite of resistance

Destruction," "Harmony and Peace and not Dissension."

  

Once a man entered a wood and saw a sm

man that he had seen a creature of a beautiful red colour on a certain tree. The second man 

replied: 'When I went into the wood, I also saw that animal. But why do you call it red? It is 

green.' Another man who was present contradicted them both and insisted that it was yellow.

 

Presently others arrived and contended that it was grey, violet, blue, and so forth and so on. 

At last they started quarrelling among themselves. To settle the dispute they all wen

tree. They saw a man sitting under it. On being asked, he replied: 'Yes, I live under this tree 

and I know the animal very well. All your descriptions are true.

 

Sometimes it appears red, sometimes yellow, and at other times blue, violet, grey, an

forth. It is a chameleon. And sometimes it has no colour at all. Now it has a colour, and now it 

has none.' "In like manner, one who constantly thinks of God can know His real nature; he 

alone knows that God reveals Himself to seekers in various forms

 

God has attributes; then again He has none. Only the man who lives under the tree knows 

that the chameleon can appear in various colours, and he knows, further, that the animal at 

times has no colour at all. It is the others who suffer from 

 

Kabir used to say, 'The formless Absolute is my Father, an

reveals Himself in the form which His devotee loves most. His love for the devotee knows no 

bounds. 

 

Source: The above parable and th

from the book “The Gospel of Sri Ramakrishna”.
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common ground of religious unity. I am not going just now to venture 

my own theory. But if anyone here hopes that this unity will come by the triumph of any one of the 

religions and the destruction of the others, to him I say, "Brother, yours is an impossi

I wish that the Christian would become Hindu? God forbid. Do I wish that the Hindu or Buddhist 

would become Christian? God forbid. 

The seed is put in the ground, and earth and air and water are placed around it. Does the seed 

h, or the air, or the water? No. It becomes a plant. It develops after the law of its 

own growth assimilates the air, the earth, and the water, converts them into plant substance, and 

Similar is the case with religion. The Christian is not to become a Hindu or a 

Buddhist, nor a Hindu or a Buddhist to become a Christian. But each must assimilate the spirit of 

the others and yet preserve his individuality and grow according to his own law of growth.

If the Parliament of Religions has shown anything to the world, it is this: It has proved to the world 

that holiness, purity and charity are not the exclusive possessions of any church in the world, and 

that every system has produced men and women of the most exalted character. In the face of t

evidence, if anybody dreams of the exclusive survival of his own religion and the destruction of the 

others, I pity him from the bottom of my heart, and point out to him that upon the banner of every 

religion will soon be written in spite of resistance: "Help and not fight," "Assimilation and not 

Destruction," "Harmony and Peace and not Dissension."  

-Swami Vivekananda

Master’s Parable – 1 
 

Once a man entered a wood and saw a small animal on a tree. He came back and told another 

man that he had seen a creature of a beautiful red colour on a certain tree. The second man 

replied: 'When I went into the wood, I also saw that animal. But why do you call it red? It is 

an who was present contradicted them both and insisted that it was yellow.

Presently others arrived and contended that it was grey, violet, blue, and so forth and so on. 

At last they started quarrelling among themselves. To settle the dispute they all wen

tree. They saw a man sitting under it. On being asked, he replied: 'Yes, I live under this tree 

and I know the animal very well. All your descriptions are true. 

Sometimes it appears red, sometimes yellow, and at other times blue, violet, grey, an

forth. It is a chameleon. And sometimes it has no colour at all. Now it has a colour, and now it 

has none.' "In like manner, one who constantly thinks of God can know His real nature; he 

alone knows that God reveals Himself to seekers in various forms and aspects.

God has attributes; then again He has none. Only the man who lives under the tree knows 

that the chameleon can appear in various colours, and he knows, further, that the animal at 

times has no colour at all. It is the others who suffer from the agony of futile argument.

Kabir used to say, 'The formless Absolute is my Father, and God with form is my Mother. 

reveals Himself in the form which His devotee loves most. His love for the devotee knows no 

The above parable and the subsequent parables listed in this book have been culled 

from the book “The Gospel of Sri Ramakrishna”. 
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tree. They saw a man sitting under it. On being asked, he replied: 'Yes, I live under this tree 

Sometimes it appears red, sometimes yellow, and at other times blue, violet, grey, and so 

forth. It is a chameleon. And sometimes it has no colour at all. Now it has a colour, and now it 

has none.' "In like manner, one who constantly thinks of God can know His real nature; he 
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Meaning and significance of OM

 

The Hindu scriptures open with verses known as śānti

begin with a śānti-pātha, which subsequently took the form of mangalācarana in later literature.  

The significance is that, knowing full well that nothing happe

the Divine, however much we humans may bewail our limitations, this human humbly seeks  

advice, guidance and blessings from the Divine,  so that his efforts may be fruitful and not 

encounter obstacles. In all the Upa

also for maintaining balance in the whole universe: Om

cosmic order) is peace; you are one with the universe and the universe is one with you; as long as 

Oneness does not develop, there will be lack of balance and peace. The Vedic  Rishis experienced 

the fact that an individual is at peace with himself when he is at peace with his surroundings, when 

the jivātmā (individual soul) has established an inseparabl

(Universal Soul): Brahman re-established, so to say, in the state of continuous communion with 

Itself, and at peace with Itself and the whole universe.

 

Everything starts with Om. It consists of three letters 

uttered with the mouth closed, then there is an inner vibration known as the nada

vibration is due to the half mantra, the short vowel (m), which is a nasal sound similar to the 

resonance which follows the striking of a gong or a bell. The main purpose here is to make the 

study fruitful to us. Om has been defined in various ways because it symbolizes the whole gamut of 

human wisdom, perception, conception and intuition; the construction of the universe and 

everything found in the Vedas of ādhyātmika

 

Om can be subjectively interpreted in terms of the life of the individual. Corresponding to the four 

‘parts’ of Om, there are four states of the individual soul or  jīvātmā. The ah

between these four states of awareness. In  jāgrat

hours of hard work we are tired and go to sleep. That is nidrā

This state is also called swapna-avasthā

 

While dreaming the person is not aware that he is dreaming; for him the dream is as real as waking 

experience. He knows he was dreaming only when he wakes up and compares his surroundings  

with the dream experience. Then he realizes 

susupti, deep, dreamless, undisturbed sleep. On waking from this it takes a few moments to 

remember where one is and what the circumstances are, for in susupti one is not aware of the 

space and time dimensions; only gra

Then one says of his experience:  Sukham aham asvāpsam, na kincid

wonderful deep sleep. I did not know anything.’  

 

The fourth stage of awareness is 

concentration without any differentiation of forms, the aham (individuality) merges with Brahman, 

and the experience is ‘This Self is Brahman, I am Brahman’ (

 

This occurs only through one’s continued disciplined effort under the guidance of the  guru,  and 

with the blessing of the Divine. It cannot be described, being beyond the realm of relativity in 

which alone words can be used. In this state the phenomenal world totally d

identified with the Essence of the universe, which is symbolized by the dot or nāda

Om.  
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Meaning and significance of OM 

 

Swami Sridharananda 

The Hindu scriptures open with verses known as śānti-pāthas or peace-chants. All the 

pātha, which subsequently took the form of mangalācarana in later literature.  

The significance is that, knowing full well that nothing happens in the world without the sanction of 

the Divine, however much we humans may bewail our limitations, this human humbly seeks  

advice, guidance and blessings from the Divine,  so that his efforts may be fruitful and not 

encounter obstacles. In all the Upanishads the first words invoke peace, not only for oneself but 

also for maintaining balance in the whole universe: Om, the satyam (the Real)

cosmic order) is peace; you are one with the universe and the universe is one with you; as long as 

neness does not develop, there will be lack of balance and peace. The Vedic  Rishis experienced 

the fact that an individual is at peace with himself when he is at peace with his surroundings, when 

the jivātmā (individual soul) has established an inseparable bond between itself and the Viswatma 

established, so to say, in the state of continuous communion with 

Itself, and at peace with Itself and the whole universe. 

Everything starts with Om. It consists of three letters – ‘a’, ‘u’, ‘m’ and the bindu. When ‘m’ is 

uttered with the mouth closed, then there is an inner vibration known as the nada

vibration is due to the half mantra, the short vowel (m), which is a nasal sound similar to the 

iking of a gong or a bell. The main purpose here is to make the 

study fruitful to us. Om has been defined in various ways because it symbolizes the whole gamut of 

human wisdom, perception, conception and intuition; the construction of the universe and 

ything found in the Vedas of ādhyātmika-anubhūti (spiritual experience).  

Om can be subjectively interpreted in terms of the life of the individual. Corresponding to the four 

‘parts’ of Om, there are four states of the individual soul or  jīvātmā. The ah

between these four states of awareness. In  jāgrat-avasthā we are awake and alert. After some 

hours of hard work we are tired and go to sleep. That is nidrā-avasthā, in which there are dreams. 

avasthā.  

While dreaming the person is not aware that he is dreaming; for him the dream is as real as waking 

experience. He knows he was dreaming only when he wakes up and compares his surroundings  

with the dream experience. Then he realizes that the latter was not real. The third state is called 

susupti, deep, dreamless, undisturbed sleep. On waking from this it takes a few moments to 

remember where one is and what the circumstances are, for in susupti one is not aware of the 

space and time dimensions; only gradually do they soak into our consciousness again on waking. 

Then one says of his experience:  Sukham aham asvāpsam, na kincid-avedisam,  ‘Oh, I had such a 

wonderful deep sleep. I did not know anything.’   

The fourth stage of awareness is called turīya-avasthā. Going into nirvikalpa samādhi, or mental 

concentration without any differentiation of forms, the aham (individuality) merges with Brahman, 

and the experience is ‘This Self is Brahman, I am Brahman’ (ayam ātmā brahma, aham brahmāsmi). 

ly through one’s continued disciplined effort under the guidance of the  guru,  and 

with the blessing of the Divine. It cannot be described, being beyond the realm of relativity in 

which alone words can be used. In this state the phenomenal world totally disappears and one is 

identified with the Essence of the universe, which is symbolized by the dot or nāda
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ns in the world without the sanction of 

the Divine, however much we humans may bewail our limitations, this human humbly seeks  

advice, guidance and blessings from the Divine,  so that his efforts may be fruitful and not 

nishads the first words invoke peace, not only for oneself but 

(the Real), the rtam (the 

cosmic order) is peace; you are one with the universe and the universe is one with you; as long as 

neness does not develop, there will be lack of balance and peace. The Vedic  Rishis experienced 

the fact that an individual is at peace with himself when he is at peace with his surroundings, when 

e bond between itself and the Viswatma 

established, so to say, in the state of continuous communion with 

u’, ‘m’ and the bindu. When ‘m’ is 

uttered with the mouth closed, then there is an inner vibration known as the nada-bindu. This 

vibration is due to the half mantra, the short vowel (m), which is a nasal sound similar to the 

iking of a gong or a bell. The main purpose here is to make the 

study fruitful to us. Om has been defined in various ways because it symbolizes the whole gamut of 

human wisdom, perception, conception and intuition; the construction of the universe and 

).   

Om can be subjectively interpreted in terms of the life of the individual. Corresponding to the four 

‘parts’ of Om, there are four states of the individual soul or  jīvātmā. The aham, or ‘I’, fluctuates 

avasthā we are awake and alert. After some 

avasthā, in which there are dreams. 

While dreaming the person is not aware that he is dreaming; for him the dream is as real as waking 

experience. He knows he was dreaming only when he wakes up and compares his surroundings  

not real. The third state is called 

susupti, deep, dreamless, undisturbed sleep. On waking from this it takes a few moments to 

remember where one is and what the circumstances are, for in susupti one is not aware of the 

dually do they soak into our consciousness again on waking. 

avedisam,  ‘Oh, I had such a 

sthā. Going into nirvikalpa samādhi, or mental 

concentration without any differentiation of forms, the aham (individuality) merges with Brahman, 

brahma, aham brahmāsmi).  

ly through one’s continued disciplined effort under the guidance of the  guru,  and 

with the blessing of the Divine. It cannot be described, being beyond the realm of relativity in 

isappears and one is  

identified with the Essence of the universe, which is symbolized by the dot or nāda-bindu of the 
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Thus the ‘A’ suggests the jāgrat-avasthā of man, ‘u’ the swapna

and the nāda-bindu suggests the turīya

jīvātmā with the Paramātmā.  

 

Om can also be seen as suggesting the forty

permutations and combinations. Then the nāda stands for the ultimate purpose of language, 

lies beyond language itself: yato vāco nivartante aprāpya manasā saha, ‘without attaining which 

[i.e. without attaining Brahman or ultimate reality] speech falls back together with the mind’. 

Language is a vehicle through which man can attain to a le

how one can look at Om.  

 

Om can also be objectively interpreted, as the foundation on which the concept of the Oneness of 

the jagat or universe is based. The universe can be classified into three categories. Either a

of the universe is sthūla (gross, concrete), perceivable by the senses; that is, seen, heard, touched, 

smelled and tasted. These are the manifestations of the material world. Or it is subtle; or it is 

causal. The gross aspect or sthūla jagat is sy

which constantly changes’ (gaccati iti jagat). Like the water of a fast flowing river the  jagat or 

physical universe is never the same; it flows as a continuous stream in time

deśa-kāla is the underlying strata in which the continuous change of the  sthūla jagat is taking 

place. 

 

The second letter, u, stands for the sūksma

the gross world. The senses have an upper and lower

though we can find ways to increase this range. For example, we have been able to increase or 

decrease the wavelength of sound to bring it within hearing. Still, sounds exist which we do not 

hear with our ears. So it is with these  subtle objects beyond the gross form. The  sūksma jagat, 

which is behind the manifested gross world, is not readily perceivable unless one’s faculties or 

instruments are developed to bring it within the boundaries of our experience. 

 

The third letter, m, suggests the causal principle, kārana. Why does one see the world as one does 

when it is not in fact as it appears to be? Why does one seek permanency in this transient world? 

Everyone knows that, being born, he will die. But none is prep

permanence because of the misconception (ajnāna) which causes the world to appear as it does, 

and because of which we are unable to grasp the Truth underlying it. 

 

This is the fundamental cause of all misery. Anything

keeping in mind their divine Cause, or Source, brings suffering. Thus, this not keeping in mind, 

ignoring, the Cause is the ādi kārana, or ‘original cause’ of all suffering. In short, not understanding 

the truth of the Oneness of jīvātmā and Paramātmā is known as ādi kārana, ādi ajnāna  (‘primal 

cause, primal ignorance’). 

Thus man’s inability to analyse this world correctly, and thoroughly to grasp the truth behind the 

whole play of the universe, is symbolized by 

But so far nothing positive has been suggested about the Absolute. It exists. It is both immanent 

and transcendent. When I see you as a human, I see you partially. When I see you as a 

manifestation of the Divine, I see you a little m

essence’ you and I and every particle of the universe are essentially One, that is seeing in totality, 

parama jnāna (Absolute Knowledge). 

 

The Absolute, which is manifested in so many names and forms, is, in 

all diversity. This is suggested by the ardha
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avasthā of man, ‘u’ the swapna-avasthā, ‘m’ the susupti

the turīya-avasthā, the indescribable stage of mergence of the 

Om can also be seen as suggesting the forty-nine letters of the Sanskrit alphabet in their various 

permutations and combinations. Then the nāda stands for the ultimate purpose of language, 

lies beyond language itself: yato vāco nivartante aprāpya manasā saha, ‘without attaining which 

[i.e. without attaining Brahman or ultimate reality] speech falls back together with the mind’. 

Language is a vehicle through which man can attain to a level which is beyond language 

Om can also be objectively interpreted, as the foundation on which the concept of the Oneness of 

the jagat or universe is based. The universe can be classified into three categories. Either a

of the universe is sthūla (gross, concrete), perceivable by the senses; that is, seen, heard, touched, 

smelled and tasted. These are the manifestations of the material world. Or it is subtle; or it is 

causal. The gross aspect or sthūla jagat is symbolized by the first letter, a, and is said to be ‘that 

which constantly changes’ (gaccati iti jagat). Like the water of a fast flowing river the  jagat or 

physical universe is never the same; it flows as a continuous stream in time

kāla is the underlying strata in which the continuous change of the  sthūla jagat is taking 

The second letter, u, stands for the sūksma-rūpa, the subtle forms which exist behind the things of 

the gross world. The senses have an upper and lower range beyond which they cannot perceive, 

though we can find ways to increase this range. For example, we have been able to increase or 

decrease the wavelength of sound to bring it within hearing. Still, sounds exist which we do not 

it is with these  subtle objects beyond the gross form. The  sūksma jagat, 

which is behind the manifested gross world, is not readily perceivable unless one’s faculties or 

instruments are developed to bring it within the boundaries of our experience. 

third letter, m, suggests the causal principle, kārana. Why does one see the world as one does 

when it is not in fact as it appears to be? Why does one seek permanency in this transient world? 

Everyone knows that, being born, he will die. But none is prepared to face the truth. We hold on to 

permanence because of the misconception (ajnāna) which causes the world to appear as it does, 

and because of which we are unable to grasp the Truth underlying it.  

This is the fundamental cause of all misery. Anything done in the sthūla or sūksma jagat without 

keeping in mind their divine Cause, or Source, brings suffering. Thus, this not keeping in mind, 

ignoring, the Cause is the ādi kārana, or ‘original cause’ of all suffering. In short, not understanding 

of the Oneness of jīvātmā and Paramātmā is known as ādi kārana, ādi ajnāna  (‘primal 

Thus man’s inability to analyse this world correctly, and thoroughly to grasp the truth behind the 

whole play of the universe, is symbolized by the third letter, m.   

But so far nothing positive has been suggested about the Absolute. It exists. It is both immanent 

and transcendent. When I see you as a human, I see you partially. When I see you as a 

manifestation of the Divine, I see you a little more completely. And when I experience that ‘in 

essence’ you and I and every particle of the universe are essentially One, that is seeing in totality, 

parama jnāna (Absolute Knowledge).  

The Absolute, which is manifested in so many names and forms, is, in its absoluteness, also beyond 

all diversity. This is suggested by the ardha-mātrā, or nāda-dhavini (the nasal concluding sound of 
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avasthā, ‘m’ the susupti-avasthā, 

describable stage of mergence of the 

of the Sanskrit alphabet in their various 

permutations and combinations. Then the nāda stands for the ultimate purpose of language, which 

lies beyond language itself: yato vāco nivartante aprāpya manasā saha, ‘without attaining which 

[i.e. without attaining Brahman or ultimate reality] speech falls back together with the mind’. 

vel which is beyond language – this is 

Om can also be objectively interpreted, as the foundation on which the concept of the Oneness of 

the jagat or universe is based. The universe can be classified into three categories. Either an object 

of the universe is sthūla (gross, concrete), perceivable by the senses; that is, seen, heard, touched, 

smelled and tasted. These are the manifestations of the material world. Or it is subtle; or it is 

mbolized by the first letter, a, and is said to be ‘that 

which constantly changes’ (gaccati iti jagat). Like the water of a fast flowing river the  jagat or 

physical universe is never the same; it flows as a continuous stream in time-space (deśa-kāla). So 

kāla is the underlying strata in which the continuous change of the  sthūla jagat is taking 

rūpa, the subtle forms which exist behind the things of 

range beyond which they cannot perceive, 

though we can find ways to increase this range. For example, we have been able to increase or 

decrease the wavelength of sound to bring it within hearing. Still, sounds exist which we do not 

it is with these  subtle objects beyond the gross form. The  sūksma jagat, 

which is behind the manifested gross world, is not readily perceivable unless one’s faculties or 

instruments are developed to bring it within the boundaries of our experience.  

third letter, m, suggests the causal principle, kārana. Why does one see the world as one does 

when it is not in fact as it appears to be? Why does one seek permanency in this transient world? 

ared to face the truth. We hold on to 

permanence because of the misconception (ajnāna) which causes the world to appear as it does, 

done in the sthūla or sūksma jagat without 

keeping in mind their divine Cause, or Source, brings suffering. Thus, this not keeping in mind, 

ignoring, the Cause is the ādi kārana, or ‘original cause’ of all suffering. In short, not understanding 

of the Oneness of jīvātmā and Paramātmā is known as ādi kārana, ādi ajnāna  (‘primal 

Thus man’s inability to analyse this world correctly, and thoroughly to grasp the truth behind the 

But so far nothing positive has been suggested about the Absolute. It exists. It is both immanent 

and transcendent. When I see you as a human, I see you partially. When I see you as a 

ore completely. And when I experience that ‘in 

essence’ you and I and every particle of the universe are essentially One, that is seeing in totality, 

its absoluteness, also beyond 

dhavini (the nasal concluding sound of  
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the Om). It suggests that there is only One reality in the universe, and that It is manifesting in the 

sthūla, sūksma, and ādi kārana or ajnāna. This last, the causal principle, is what prevents one from 

seeing the Absolute in its totality as the immutable, indeterminate, 

consciousness and bliss (nirvikāra, nirvikalpa, nirākāra, Sacchidānanda Ātm

 

The significance of the symbol ‘Om’ is not confined to the scriptures, but applies to all knowledge, 

science and technology, the so-called ‘lesser knowledge’ (aparā

both scientific and philosophical, take into cons

provide the immediate reason or cause; but at the root of everything is the Spirit or Self.

 

 

  

 

The world is like a fishing-net. Men are the fish, and God, whose maya has created this world, 

is the fisherman. When the fish are entangled in the net, some of them try to tear through its 

meshes in order to get their liberation. They are like the men striving after liberation. But by 

no means all of them escape. 

 

Only a few jump out of the net with a loud splash, and then peo

one!' In like manner, three or four men attain liberation. Again, some fish are so careful by 

nature that they are never caught in the net; some beings of the ever perfect class, like 

Narada, are never entangled in the meshes

they are not conscious of the net and of their imminent death.

 

No sooner are they entangled than they run headlong, net and all, trying to hide themselves in 

the mud. They don't make the least effort to g

deeper into the mud. These fish are like the bound men. They are still inside the net, but they 

think they are quite safe there.

 

A bound creature is immersed in worldliness, in 'woman and gold'

having gone deep into the mire of degradation. But still he believes he is quite happy and 

secure. The liberated, and the seekers after liberation, look on the world as a deep well. They 

do not enjoy it. Therefore, after the attainment of Know

give up their bodies. But such a thing is rare indeed.

 

A disciple asked his teacher, 'Sir, please tell me how I can see God.' Come with me,' said the 

guru, 'and I shall show you.' He took the dis

water. Suddenly the teacher pressed the disciple's head under the water.

 

After a few moments he released him and the disciple raised his head and stood up. The guru 

asked him, 'How did you feel?' The disciple

breath.' The teacher said, 'When you feel like that for God, then you will know you haven't 

long to wait for His vision 
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the Om). It suggests that there is only One reality in the universe, and that It is manifesting in the 

ādi kārana or ajnāna. This last, the causal principle, is what prevents one from 

seeing the Absolute in its totality as the immutable, indeterminate, formless 

nirvikāra, nirvikalpa, nirākāra, Sacchidānanda Ātmā). 

The significance of the symbol ‘Om’ is not confined to the scriptures, but applies to all knowledge, 

called ‘lesser knowledge’ (aparā-vidyā).  All branches of knowledge, 

both scientific and philosophical, take into consideration the gross and the subtle levels, and these 

provide the immediate reason or cause; but at the root of everything is the Spirit or Self.

Master’s Parable – 2 

net. Men are the fish, and God, whose maya has created this world, 

sh are entangled in the net, some of them try to tear through its 

meshes in order to get their liberation. They are like the men striving after liberation. But by 

 

Only a few jump out of the net with a loud splash, and then people say, 'Ah! There goes a big 

one!' In like manner, three or four men attain liberation. Again, some fish are so careful by 

nature that they are never caught in the net; some beings of the ever perfect class, like 

Narada, are never entangled in the meshes of worldliness. Most of the fish are trapped; but 

they are not conscious of the net and of their imminent death. 

No sooner are they entangled than they run headlong, net and all, trying to hide themselves in 

the mud. They don't make the least effort to get free. On the contrary, they go deeper and 

deeper into the mud. These fish are like the bound men. They are still inside the net, but they 

think they are quite safe there. 

A bound creature is immersed in worldliness, in 'woman and gold' (desire for lust

having gone deep into the mire of degradation. But still he believes he is quite happy and 

secure. The liberated, and the seekers after liberation, look on the world as a deep well. They 

do not enjoy it. Therefore, after the attainment of Knowledge, the realization of God, some 

t such a thing is rare indeed. 

 
 

Master’s Parable – 3 
 

A disciple asked his teacher, 'Sir, please tell me how I can see God.' Come with me,' said the 

guru, 'and I shall show you.' He took the disciple to a lake, and both of them got into the 

water. Suddenly the teacher pressed the disciple's head under the water. 

After a few moments he released him and the disciple raised his head and stood up. The guru 

asked him, 'How did you feel?' The disciple said, 'Oh! I thought I should die; I was panting for 

breath.' The teacher said, 'When you feel like that for God, then you will know you haven't 
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the Om). It suggests that there is only One reality in the universe, and that It is manifesting in the 

ādi kārana or ajnāna. This last, the causal principle, is what prevents one from 

formless Self which is being, 

ā).  

The significance of the symbol ‘Om’ is not confined to the scriptures, but applies to all knowledge, 

vidyā).  All branches of knowledge, 

and the subtle levels, and these 

provide the immediate reason or cause; but at the root of everything is the Spirit or Self. 

net. Men are the fish, and God, whose maya has created this world, 

sh are entangled in the net, some of them try to tear through its 

meshes in order to get their liberation. They are like the men striving after liberation. But by 

ple say, 'Ah! There goes a big 

one!' In like manner, three or four men attain liberation. Again, some fish are so careful by 

nature that they are never caught in the net; some beings of the ever perfect class, like 

of worldliness. Most of the fish are trapped; but 

No sooner are they entangled than they run headlong, net and all, trying to hide themselves in 

et free. On the contrary, they go deeper and 

deeper into the mud. These fish are like the bound men. They are still inside the net, but they 

(desire for lust and money), 

having gone deep into the mire of degradation. But still he believes he is quite happy and 

secure. The liberated, and the seekers after liberation, look on the world as a deep well. They 

ledge, the realization of God, some 

A disciple asked his teacher, 'Sir, please tell me how I can see God.' Come with me,' said the 

ciple to a lake, and both of them got into the 

After a few moments he released him and the disciple raised his head and stood up. The guru 

said, 'Oh! I thought I should die; I was panting for 

breath.' The teacher said, 'When you feel like that for God, then you will know you haven't 
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The Vision of the Vedanta Precinct, SPRINGFIELD Queensland
 

The ancient Indian philosophical tradition of

take on a modern, tangible shape on 50 acres of eucalypt forest in Springfield, 25km south west of 

the Brisbane city centre.  The Ramakrishna Order in Australia (known as the Vedanta Centre)  

warmly invites devotees from Australia to be a part of this unique and sublime experience.  
 

What is the Vedanta Precinct? 

The Vedanta Precinct is an area of 50 acres of vacant undeveloped land donated to the Vedanta 

Centre by a devoted family. The Vedanta Precin

known as Greater Springfield (a satellite city to Brisbane, with current population of about 18,000). 

This highly awarded development is the largest master planned city and community development 

under single ownership in Australia. 
 

“The Vedanta Precinct within the Springfield urban community is in the south eastern corner of the 

Springfield area adjacent to land proposed for future residential development and to the north of 

the Springfield Conservation Area.”
 

The conservation area (Spring Mountain), adjacent to two sides of the Vedanta Precinct land, is an 

astonishing 250,000 acres of pristine natural bush land, never to be built on. The land to the north 

and west of the Vedanta Precinct are currently bei

commercial land uses.   
 

The Vedanta Precinct Master Plan prepared by the Springfield Land Corporation has already been 

approved by the Ipswich City Council.  In essence, approval has been gained for a major

Vedanta activities in Australia for the coming centuries.  
 

Plans for Building in Stages 

The Vedanta Centre is about to embark on its own detailed master planning which is expected to 

be completed by 1st January 2011.   The overall project wil
 

Stage One of the construction works are planned to begin 1

completion date of 1st January 2012.  This initial stage will see the construction of worship, 

residential and community facilities in a single locale.  Essentially, the first stage will include:
 

• A place of worship housed in a hall.  At a later stage a permanent Temple will be built.

• Initial residential accommodation for monks and devotees.  

• Residences (about 15) for retiree devo

• Community facilities such as a community hall, kitchen, dining hall, administration offices 

and toilet amenities 

• Road works, landscaping and services
 

The predominant feature of the Vedanta Precinct site is a ridgeline running south west to north 

east, which will provide for a variety of designs for individual developments, with some 

construction on flatter ground to pole construction and stepping of built form.  The emphasis on 

scenic values will promote the retention of significant vegetation, provi

landscaped areas and character. 
 

The Vedanta centre warmly invites devotees and friends to be present on site at the Vedanta 

Precinct Springfield for two days, on a weekend to be announced at a later date.  We want you to 

be part of the thousand strong crowd who will be participants in the auspicious beginning of the 

concretized form of an ancient philosophy made practical.
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The Vision of the Vedanta Precinct, SPRINGFIELD Queensland

The ancient Indian philosophical tradition of Vedanta (the culmination of all knowledge) is about to 

take on a modern, tangible shape on 50 acres of eucalypt forest in Springfield, 25km south west of 

the Brisbane city centre.  The Ramakrishna Order in Australia (known as the Vedanta Centre)  

nvites devotees from Australia to be a part of this unique and sublime experience.  

The Vedanta Precinct is an area of 50 acres of vacant undeveloped land donated to the Vedanta 

Centre by a devoted family. The Vedanta Precinct is part of a larger development of 7,067 acres 

known as Greater Springfield (a satellite city to Brisbane, with current population of about 18,000). 

This highly awarded development is the largest master planned city and community development 

e ownership in Australia.  

“The Vedanta Precinct within the Springfield urban community is in the south eastern corner of the 

Springfield area adjacent to land proposed for future residential development and to the north of 

ea.” 

The conservation area (Spring Mountain), adjacent to two sides of the Vedanta Precinct land, is an 

astonishing 250,000 acres of pristine natural bush land, never to be built on. The land to the north 

and west of the Vedanta Precinct are currently being developed and will consist of residential and 

The Vedanta Precinct Master Plan prepared by the Springfield Land Corporation has already been 

approved by the Ipswich City Council.  In essence, approval has been gained for a major

Vedanta activities in Australia for the coming centuries.   

The Vedanta Centre is about to embark on its own detailed master planning which is expected to 

January 2011.   The overall project will be built in stages over 20 years. 

Stage One of the construction works are planned to begin 1st March 2011, with an expected 

January 2012.  This initial stage will see the construction of worship, 

ies in a single locale.  Essentially, the first stage will include:

A place of worship housed in a hall.  At a later stage a permanent Temple will be built.

Initial residential accommodation for monks and devotees.   

Residences (about 15) for retiree devotees  

Community facilities such as a community hall, kitchen, dining hall, administration offices 

Road works, landscaping and services 

The predominant feature of the Vedanta Precinct site is a ridgeline running south west to north 

t, which will provide for a variety of designs for individual developments, with some 

construction on flatter ground to pole construction and stepping of built form.  The emphasis on 

scenic values will promote the retention of significant vegetation, providing an internal network of 

 

The Vedanta centre warmly invites devotees and friends to be present on site at the Vedanta 

Precinct Springfield for two days, on a weekend to be announced at a later date.  We want you to 

t of the thousand strong crowd who will be participants in the auspicious beginning of the 

concretized form of an ancient philosophy made practical. 
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The Vision of the Vedanta Precinct, SPRINGFIELD Queensland 

Vedanta (the culmination of all knowledge) is about to 

take on a modern, tangible shape on 50 acres of eucalypt forest in Springfield, 25km south west of 

the Brisbane city centre.  The Ramakrishna Order in Australia (known as the Vedanta Centre)  

nvites devotees from Australia to be a part of this unique and sublime experience.   

The Vedanta Precinct is an area of 50 acres of vacant undeveloped land donated to the Vedanta 

ct is part of a larger development of 7,067 acres 

known as Greater Springfield (a satellite city to Brisbane, with current population of about 18,000). 

This highly awarded development is the largest master planned city and community development 

“The Vedanta Precinct within the Springfield urban community is in the south eastern corner of the 

Springfield area adjacent to land proposed for future residential development and to the north of 

The conservation area (Spring Mountain), adjacent to two sides of the Vedanta Precinct land, is an 

astonishing 250,000 acres of pristine natural bush land, never to be built on. The land to the north 

ng developed and will consist of residential and 

The Vedanta Precinct Master Plan prepared by the Springfield Land Corporation has already been 

approved by the Ipswich City Council.  In essence, approval has been gained for a major centre for 

The Vedanta Centre is about to embark on its own detailed master planning which is expected to 

l be built in stages over 20 years.  

March 2011, with an expected 

January 2012.  This initial stage will see the construction of worship, 

ies in a single locale.  Essentially, the first stage will include: 

A place of worship housed in a hall.  At a later stage a permanent Temple will be built. 

Community facilities such as a community hall, kitchen, dining hall, administration offices 

The predominant feature of the Vedanta Precinct site is a ridgeline running south west to north 

t, which will provide for a variety of designs for individual developments, with some 

construction on flatter ground to pole construction and stepping of built form.  The emphasis on 

ding an internal network of 

The Vedanta centre warmly invites devotees and friends to be present on site at the Vedanta 

Precinct Springfield for two days, on a weekend to be announced at a later date.  We want you to 

t of the thousand strong crowd who will be participants in the auspicious beginning of the 
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Swami Vivekananda was a great storyteller. His talks and writings are interspersed with numerous 

anecdotes, examples, similes, and illustrations mirroring his vast knowledge of human nature

potential and its relative limitations. Some of these stories are well known, many others are little 

known. We present here some more of these insightful stori

 

You have all heard of that rich man in Rome who learnt one day that he had only about a million 

pounds of his property left; he said, ‘What shall I do tomorrow?’ and forthwith committed suicide. 

A million pounds was poverty to him. What is joy, and what is sorrow? It is a vanishing quantity, 

continually vanishing. When I was a child I thought if I could be a cabman, it would be the very 

acme of happiness for me to drive about. I do not think so now. 

the one point we must all try to understand, and it is one of the last superstitions to leave us. 

Everyone’s idea of pleasure is different. I have seen a man who is

lump of opium every day. He may dream of a heaven where the land is made of opium. That would 

be a very bad heaven for me. Again and again in Arabian poetry we read of heaven with

gardens, through which rivers run. I lived much of my life in a country where there is too

water; many villages are flooded and thousands of lives are sacrificed every year. So, my heaven 

would not have gardens through which rivers flow; I would have a land where very little rain falls. 

Our pleasures are always changing. If a young man dre

where he will have a beautiful wife. When that same man becomes old he does not want a wife. It 

is our necessities which make our heaven, and

necessities. If we had a heaven lik

of existence, then we would not progress. That would be the most terrible curse we could 

pronounce on the soul. Is this all we can come to? A little weeping and dancing, and then to die like 

a dog! What a curse you pronounce on the head of humanity when you long for these things!... 

What philosophy insists on is not to give up joys, but to know what joy really is.

You have seen the big Ferris Whee

wheel are regularly coming one after another; one set of persons gets into these,

have gone round the circle, they get out, and a fresh batch of people gets in.

batches is like one of these manifestations, from the lowest animals to the

like the chain of the Ferris Wheel, endless and infinite, and these

forms in which fresh batches of souls are riding, goin

perfect and come out of the wheel. 

Do not blame any supernatural being,

place from which we can never escape unless someone 

cannot be, says the Vedanta. We are like silkworms; we make the

and spin the cocoon, and in course of time are imprisoned

cocoon we shall develop spiritual realisation, and like
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Swami Vivekananda was a great storyteller. His talks and writings are interspersed with numerous 

anecdotes, examples, similes, and illustrations mirroring his vast knowledge of human nature

potential and its relative limitations. Some of these stories are well known, many others are little 

known. We present here some more of these insightful stories, selected from his 

What Joy Really Is 

You have all heard of that rich man in Rome who learnt one day that he had only about a million 

pounds of his property left; he said, ‘What shall I do tomorrow?’ and forthwith committed suicide. 

was poverty to him. What is joy, and what is sorrow? It is a vanishing quantity, 

continually vanishing. When I was a child I thought if I could be a cabman, it would be the very 

acme of happiness for me to drive about. I do not think so now. To what joy will you cling? This is 

the one point we must all try to understand, and it is one of the last superstitions to leave us. 

Everyone’s idea of pleasure is different. I have seen a man who is not happy unless he swallows a 

He may dream of a heaven where the land is made of opium. That would 

be a very bad heaven for me. Again and again in Arabian poetry we read of heaven with

gardens, through which rivers run. I lived much of my life in a country where there is too

water; many villages are flooded and thousands of lives are sacrificed every year. So, my heaven 

would not have gardens through which rivers flow; I would have a land where very little rain falls. 

Our pleasures are always changing. If a young man dreams of heaven, he dreams of a heaven 

where he will have a beautiful wife. When that same man becomes old he does not want a wife. It 

is our necessities which make our heaven, and the heaven changes with the change of our 

ecessities. If we had a heaven like that desired by those to whom sense-enjoyment is the very end 

of existence, then we would not progress. That would be the most terrible curse we could 

pronounce on the soul. Is this all we can come to? A little weeping and dancing, and then to die like 

dog! What a curse you pronounce on the head of humanity when you long for these things!... 

What philosophy insists on is not to give up joys, but to know what joy really is.

 

Nature is Like Ferris Wheel 

You have seen the big Ferris Wheel in Chicago. The wheel revolves, and the little

after another; one set of persons gets into these,

get out, and a fresh batch of people gets in. Each one of these 

manifestations, from the lowest animals to the highest man. Nature is 

Ferris Wheel, endless and infinite, and these little carriages are the bodies or 

fresh batches of souls are riding, going up higher and higher until they become 

and come out of the wheel.  

We are Like Silkworms 

Do not blame any supernatural being, neither be hopeless and despondent, nor think

escape unless someone comes and lends us a 

Vedanta. We are like silkworms; we make the thread out of our own substance 

cocoon, and in course of time are imprisoned inside. But this is not for ever. In that 

lop spiritual realisation, and like the butterfly come out free.
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Swami Vivekananda was a great storyteller. His talks and writings are interspersed with numerous 

anecdotes, examples, similes, and illustrations mirroring his vast knowledge of human nature—its 

potential and its relative limitations. Some of these stories are well known, many others are little 

es, selected from his Complete Works. 

You have all heard of that rich man in Rome who learnt one day that he had only about a million 

pounds of his property left; he said, ‘What shall I do tomorrow?’ and forthwith committed suicide. 

was poverty to him. What is joy, and what is sorrow? It is a vanishing quantity, 

continually vanishing. When I was a child I thought if I could be a cabman, it would be the very 

To what joy will you cling? This is 

the one point we must all try to understand, and it is one of the last superstitions to leave us. 

not happy unless he swallows a 

He may dream of a heaven where the land is made of opium. That would 

be a very bad heaven for me. Again and again in Arabian poetry we read of heaven with beautiful 

gardens, through which rivers run. I lived much of my life in a country where there is too much 

water; many villages are flooded and thousands of lives are sacrificed every year. So, my heaven 

would not have gardens through which rivers flow; I would have a land where very little rain falls. 

ams of heaven, he dreams of a heaven 

where he will have a beautiful wife. When that same man becomes old he does not want a wife. It 

the heaven changes with the change of our 

enjoyment is the very end 

of existence, then we would not progress. That would be the most terrible curse we could 

pronounce on the soul. Is this all we can come to? A little weeping and dancing, and then to die like 

dog! What a curse you pronounce on the head of humanity when you long for these things!... 

What philosophy insists on is not to give up joys, but to know what joy really is. 

     ( 2: 165-166) 

Chicago. The wheel revolves, and the little rooms in the 

after another; one set of persons gets into these, and after they 

Each one of these 

highest man. Nature is 

little carriages are the bodies or 

higher and higher until they become 

(2: 230) 

 

neither be hopeless and despondent, nor think we are in a 

 helping hand. That 

thread out of our own substance 

inside. But this is not for ever. In that 

the butterfly come out free. 

 (2: 355) 
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There is no treasure equal to contentment and no virtue equal to fort

 

Once in Western India I was travelling

days and days I used to travel on 

day beautiful lakes, with trees all around them, and the shadows

vibrating there. ‘How wonderful it looks and they call this a

a month I travelled, seeing these wonderful lakes

and wanted to have a drink of water,

I approached, it vanished. And with a flash it came to my brain, ‘

have read all my life,’ and with that came also the idea that throughout

every day, I had been seeing the mirage and did not know it.

There was again the lake, but with it came also the

So is it with this universe. We are all

after month, year after year, not

come back again; the body has to remain under the power of past Karma,

come back. This world will come back upon us so long as we are

animals, plants, our attachments and duties, all will

Under the influence of the new knowledge the

lost. It becomes transformed, for along

sharp distinction between the reality and the mirage has been known. 

An English friend of mine, named

tell many stories about it. One day, in the course of conver

sepoys who had enough of guns, ammunition, and provisions

trained veterans, came to suffer such a defeat. He

advancing forward, only kept shouting from

so forth; but unless the commanding

never fight with heart. It is the same in every branch. ‘A captain must sacrifice

you can lay down your life for a cause, then only you can be a leader.

without making the necessary sacrifice. And the

 

In some oil mills in India, bullocks are

yoke on the bullock’s neck. They have a piece of wood protruding from

fastened a wisp of straw. The bullock is blindfolded in such a

so it stretches its neck to get at the straw; and in

further; and it makes another attempt

catches the straw, but goes round

the oil. In the same way you and I who are born

children, are always chasing a wisp of straw,

innumerable round of lives without obtaining
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There is no treasure equal to contentment and no virtue equal to fort

-Holy Mother Sarada Devi

 

The Mirage of the World 

Once in Western India I was travelling in the desert country on the coast of the Indian

 foot through the desert, but it was to my surprise that I saw every 

with trees all around them, and the shadows of the trees upside down and 

‘How wonderful it looks and they call this a desert country!’ I said to myself. Nearly 

avelled, seeing these wonderful lakes and trees and plants. One day I was very

and wanted to have a drink of water, so I started to go to one of these clear, beautiful

with a flash it came to my brain, ‘This is the 

and with that came also the idea that throughout the whole of this month, 

been seeing the mirage and did not know it. The next morning I began my march. 

with it came also the idea that it was the mirage and not a true

So is it with this universe. We are all travelling in this mirage of the world day after

fter month, year after year, not knowing that it is a mirage. One day it will

has to remain under the power of past Karma, and so the mirage will 

will come back upon us so long as we are bound by Karma: men, women, 

plants, our attachments and duties, all will come back to us, but not with the same power.

Under the influence of the new knowledge the strength of Karma will be broken, its poison

lost. It becomes transformed, for along with it there comes the idea that we know it

reality and the mirage has been known.  

 

A Leader Leads by Example 

An English friend of mine, named General Strong, was in India during the Sepoy

One day, in the course of conversation, I asked him how it was that the 

enough of guns, ammunition, and provisions at their disposal, and were also 

veterans, came to suffer such a defeat. He replied that the leaders among them, instead

pt shouting from a safe position in the rear, ‘Fight on, brave

so forth; but unless the commanding officer goes ahead and faces death, the rank

same in every branch. ‘A captain must sacrifice

life for a cause, then only you can be a leader. But we all want to be leaders 

making the necessary sacrifice. And the result is zero—nobody listens to us! 

Going Round and Round 

s in India, bullocks are used that go round and round to grind the oil

They have a piece of wood protruding from the yoke, and on that 

straw. The bullock is blindfolded in such a way that it can only look forward, and 

stretches its neck to get at the straw; and in doing so, it pushes the piece of wood out a

further; and it makes another attempt with the same result, and yet another, and so

s round and round in the hope of getting it, and in so

In the same way you and I who are born slaves to nature, money and wealth, wives and

children, are always chasing a wisp of straw, a mere chimera, and are going through an

numerable round of lives without obtaining what we seek.  
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There is no treasure equal to contentment and no virtue equal to fortitude. 

Holy Mother Sarada Devi 

 

in the desert country on the coast of the Indian Ocean. For 

surprise that I saw every 

of the trees upside down and 

desert country!’ I said to myself. Nearly 

and trees and plants. One day I was very thirsty 

so I started to go to one of these clear, beautiful lakes, and as 

 mirage about which I 

the whole of this month, 

The next morning I began my march. 

idea that it was the mirage and not a true lake. 

travelling in this mirage of the world day after day, month 

knowing that it is a mirage. One day it will break up, but it will 

and so the mirage will 

bound by Karma: men, women, 

come back to us, but not with the same power. 

strength of Karma will be broken, its poison will be 

with it there comes the idea that we know it now, that the 

     (2: 281) 

General Strong, was in India during the Sepoy Mutiny. He used to 

him how it was that the 

at their disposal, and were also 

replied that the leaders among them, instead of 

a safe position in the rear, ‘Fight on, brave lads’, and 

officer goes ahead and faces death, the rank and file will 

same in every branch. ‘A captain must sacrifice his head,’ they say. If 

But we all want to be leaders 

nobody listens to us!  

(7: 326-7) 

used that go round and round to grind the oil-seed. There is a 

the yoke, and on that is 

t can only look forward, and 

doing so, it pushes the piece of wood out a little 

with the same result, and yet another, and so on. It never 

and round in the hope of getting it, and in so doing, grinds out 

slaves to nature, money and wealth, wives and 

a mere chimera, and are going through an 

  (1: 408) 
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As the same fish is dressed into soup, curry, or cutlet, and each has his own 

choice dish of it, so the Lord of the Universe, though one, manifests Himself 

differently according to the different likings of Hi

has his own taste of God, which he values the most. To some He is a kind master 

or a loving father, a sweet smiling mother or a devout friend, and to others a 

faithful husband or a dutiful and obliging son.

Sri Ramakrishna’s painting by Franz Dvorak (1862 
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As the same fish is dressed into soup, curry, or cutlet, and each has his own 

choice dish of it, so the Lord of the Universe, though one, manifests Himself 

differently according to the different likings of His worshippers, and each of these 

has his own taste of God, which he values the most. To some He is a kind master 

or a loving father, a sweet smiling mother or a devout friend, and to others a 

faithful husband or a dutiful and obliging son. 

-

Sri Ramakrishna’s painting by Franz Dvorak (1862 - 1927)
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As the same fish is dressed into soup, curry, or cutlet, and each has his own 

choice dish of it, so the Lord of the Universe, though one, manifests Himself 

s worshippers, and each of these 

has his own taste of God, which he values the most. To some He is a kind master 

or a loving father, a sweet smiling mother or a devout friend, and to others a 

-Sri Ramakrishna 
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 RRRAAAMMMAAAKKKRRRIIISSSHHHNNNAAA   VVVEEEDDDAAANNNTTTAAA   CCCEEENNNTTTRRREEE

 

Reminiscences of the Devotees
 

"The Vedanta journey commenced through 

at the Ashram and partaking in the activities pertaining to the praising of the Divine Sri 

Ramakrishna, I experienced a 'spiritual awakening'

rebirth, significantly changed the intrinsic aspects of my life.

challenges with confidence and embrace change management, irrespective of its nature in a 

positive manner.  Both the Swamijis that I have

and Swami Sridharanandhaji has been invaluable in all aspects, especially with providing 

coping mechanisms.  Upon reflecting on my own personal experience, I have drawn on the 

conclusion that incorporating the principles governing the

and enriches one's life with clarity, happiness and inner peace." 

     

I was merely six years old when I first saw the image of Sri Ramakrishna Para

auditorium. I was curious to know more about this man with the most compassionate & blissful 

facial expression I have ever seen. As years went by, I learnt more about the fascinating life of Sri 

Ramakrishna, his spiritual cohorts and h

wrote a rather long letter to his sister which had a footnote, that read “My apologies for this long 

letter, for I had no time to write a short one.” The master’s teaching was all through such short 

stories and parables, where His parables conveyed even the most difficult concepts of philosophy 

& spiritual experience with absolute ease and pinpoint accuracy. The more one learns about Sri 

Ramakrishna the more one realises how little one knows about the Mas

 

Swami Vivekananda was a hero for me while growing up, for no one before him had made the rest 

of the world take notice, of India and the excellence of her universal & inclusive spiritual heritage, 

in such magnificent fashion. A fiercely brave, majest

of his time. This ever inspiring untiring karma

Sishya (Disciple), an ideal spiritual son, an ideal

beacon of light will forever show the path to spiritual life for the rest to follow. 

 

I learnt much more recently about the life of the holy mother Sarada Maa, the embodiment of an 

unending ocean of Vaatsalya (Mother’s love for her child). In Maa’s own words, “I cannot

myself when one draws near me and calls me Maa”. As one studies her life full of hardship & 

constant demands on her, one wonders if the world has ever seen such a mother with boundless 

love & forgiveness for her spiritual children? 

 

To me, this holy trinity represents vastly different external expressions of the same divinity, which 

brings me to the point that impresses me most about the Ramakrishna Order, its universal nature! 

We are all different with different temperaments and varied inclinatio

order accepts and celebrates this difference for it recognises that each unique individual is free to 

choose their own path to spiritual awakening, according to their own temperament. As the Master 

displayed himself, that all paths lead to the same truth, to fully explore and reveal the potential 

divinity that exists within each of us, to reveal our true original nature! May all be guided by the 

Master to recognise their true identity and merge in the eternal existence! The above

reflection on what Sri Ramakrishna, Sarada Maa, Swamiji Maharaj mean to me and the appeal of 

the Ramakrishna order. I humbly offer this reflection at the feet of the Master. 

  

EEE   OOOFFF   QQQLLLDDD      

Reminiscences of the Devotees 

"The Vedanta journey commenced through my parents, who are devotees.  

at the Ashram and partaking in the activities pertaining to the praising of the Divine Sri 

'spiritual awakening'.  This event that I regularly refer to, as a 

ficantly changed the intrinsic aspects of my life.  Therefore, it allowed me to tackle 

challenges with confidence and embrace change management, irrespective of its nature in a 

the Swamijis that I have had contact with, Swami Atmesha

Sridharanandhaji has been invaluable in all aspects, especially with providing 

Upon reflecting on my own personal experience, I have drawn on the 

the principles governing the 'Vedanta way of life

enriches one's life with clarity, happiness and inner peace."  

 Yours in Divine Sri Ramakrishna, 

   Nagulan (Nagu) Nabanidham

Musing 

I was merely six years old when I first saw the image of Sri Ramakrishna Para

auditorium. I was curious to know more about this man with the most compassionate & blissful 

facial expression I have ever seen. As years went by, I learnt more about the fascinating life of Sri 

Ramakrishna, his spiritual cohorts and his method of teaching through parables. A 

wrote a rather long letter to his sister which had a footnote, that read “My apologies for this long 

letter, for I had no time to write a short one.” The master’s teaching was all through such short 

ies and parables, where His parables conveyed even the most difficult concepts of philosophy 

& spiritual experience with absolute ease and pinpoint accuracy. The more one learns about Sri 

Ramakrishna the more one realises how little one knows about the Master. 

Swami Vivekananda was a hero for me while growing up, for no one before him had made the rest 

of the world take notice, of India and the excellence of her universal & inclusive spiritual heritage, 

in such magnificent fashion. A fiercely brave, majestic & magnetic personality, he was so far ahead 

of his time. This ever inspiring untiring karma-yogi has set an unmatched example of an ideal 

(Disciple), an ideal spiritual son, an ideal Sanyasi (monk) and an ideal leader of men.  This 

t will forever show the path to spiritual life for the rest to follow. 

I learnt much more recently about the life of the holy mother Sarada Maa, the embodiment of an 

(Mother’s love for her child). In Maa’s own words, “I cannot

myself when one draws near me and calls me Maa”. As one studies her life full of hardship & 

constant demands on her, one wonders if the world has ever seen such a mother with boundless 

love & forgiveness for her spiritual children?  

oly trinity represents vastly different external expressions of the same divinity, which 

brings me to the point that impresses me most about the Ramakrishna Order, its universal nature! 

We are all different with different temperaments and varied inclinations of mind. The Ramakrishna 

order accepts and celebrates this difference for it recognises that each unique individual is free to 

choose their own path to spiritual awakening, according to their own temperament. As the Master 

ths lead to the same truth, to fully explore and reveal the potential 

divinity that exists within each of us, to reveal our true original nature! May all be guided by the 

Master to recognise their true identity and merge in the eternal existence! The above

reflection on what Sri Ramakrishna, Sarada Maa, Swamiji Maharaj mean to me and the appeal of 

the Ramakrishna order. I humbly offer this reflection at the feet of the Master. 

            – An anonymous Devotee
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 Upon initially arriving 

at the Ashram and partaking in the activities pertaining to the praising of the Divine Sri 

I regularly refer to, as a 

Therefore, it allowed me to tackle 

challenges with confidence and embrace change management, irrespective of its nature in a 

Swami Atmeshananda 

Sridharanandhaji has been invaluable in all aspects, especially with providing 'spiritual' 

Upon reflecting on my own personal experience, I have drawn on the 

danta way of life' can only provide 

Yours in Divine Sri Ramakrishna,  

Nagulan (Nagu) Nabanidham 

I was merely six years old when I first saw the image of Sri Ramakrishna Paramhansa, in my school 

auditorium. I was curious to know more about this man with the most compassionate & blissful 

facial expression I have ever seen. As years went by, I learnt more about the fascinating life of Sri 

is method of teaching through parables. A Padre once 

wrote a rather long letter to his sister which had a footnote, that read “My apologies for this long 

letter, for I had no time to write a short one.” The master’s teaching was all through such short 

ies and parables, where His parables conveyed even the most difficult concepts of philosophy 

& spiritual experience with absolute ease and pinpoint accuracy. The more one learns about Sri 

Swami Vivekananda was a hero for me while growing up, for no one before him had made the rest 

of the world take notice, of India and the excellence of her universal & inclusive spiritual heritage, 

ic & magnetic personality, he was so far ahead 

yogi has set an unmatched example of an ideal 

(monk) and an ideal leader of men.  This 

t will forever show the path to spiritual life for the rest to follow.  

I learnt much more recently about the life of the holy mother Sarada Maa, the embodiment of an 

(Mother’s love for her child). In Maa’s own words, “I cannot contain 

myself when one draws near me and calls me Maa”. As one studies her life full of hardship & 

constant demands on her, one wonders if the world has ever seen such a mother with boundless 

oly trinity represents vastly different external expressions of the same divinity, which 

brings me to the point that impresses me most about the Ramakrishna Order, its universal nature! 

ns of mind. The Ramakrishna 

order accepts and celebrates this difference for it recognises that each unique individual is free to 

choose their own path to spiritual awakening, according to their own temperament. As the Master 

ths lead to the same truth, to fully explore and reveal the potential 

divinity that exists within each of us, to reveal our true original nature! May all be guided by the 

Master to recognise their true identity and merge in the eternal existence! The above is merely a  

reflection on what Sri Ramakrishna, Sarada Maa, Swamiji Maharaj mean to me and the appeal of 

the Ramakrishna order. I humbly offer this reflection at the feet of the Master.  

An anonymous Devotee 
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The Ramakrishna Order 

My first association with the Ramakrishna Order started when I was 13. My uncle took me to Sri 

Ramakrishna Vidyashala, Mysore, a premier residential school in India.  I was going to appear for 

the entrance exam to seek admission to Grade 8. The br

over 60 acres, bedecked with numerous flower and fruit bearing plants, state

infrastructure besides  a swimming pool and over 20 playgrounds of various sports would lure any 

student in pursuing his education

highly competitive exam considered themselves quite fortunate. As destiny may have it, I made it 

through and got admitted into the school. The next 5 years spent in this great institute were 

undoubtedly the best years of my life.  

 

Swami Vivekananda had said, “What we need today is man

education” and my alma-mater followed this statement to its core. Unlike other conventional 

schools, where getting more marks was con

all-round development of an individual.  The regimen and curriculum enriched the students 

spiritually, academically, physically and socially.  Our daily routine commenced at 5:15am and 

concluded at 10:30pm. Apart from the regular academic classes, everybody had to attend to 

prayers twice a day, physical training in the morning and games in the evening. During the noon 

break, one could pursue hobbies such as music and painting. Chanting few verses from

before having our lunch and dinner was mandatory. 

 

As days rolled by, consciously or sub

disciplined life and develop regards to our rich culture and values. Most of us had heard that 

environment plays an important role in moulding one's character but here we experienced it. 

 

One of the hallmarks of Sri Ramakrishna's divine personality was his humility. We noticed the same 

in his disciples and devotees. With regards to this, I would like t

while at Vidyashala. One of the students had badly hurt his ankle and had a cast. As he was 

completely confined to the bed, friends used to bring a plate of food from the school kitchen to his 

dormitory and take it away after his meal was over. One day after he had finished his meal, we 

forgot to take the plate away. One of the Swamis who came to enquire about his well

the plate. After conversing with our friend, he silently took the plate away to the cleaning 

himself! This was a great lesson to some of us who were bit hesitant to pick up someone else’s 

dined plate.  

  

One of the measures of spirituality in a person is his degree of unconditional love towards others. 

The Holy Mother was the personification 

achieve this divine quality. While preparing for our public exams, in order to help us study late 

night, another Swami was serving us coffee every night at 10:30pm in front of the kitchen! If he 

wished, he could have asked one of the cooks to do the same. The Swami also had a good sense of 

humour, to relieve us from the examination stress; he used to narrate few jokes for us while we 

were having our coffee. This 'therapy' worked beautifully on us; as a r

class rejuvenated to continue our studies. Such episodes made us realise that Vidyashala was more 

than a school and all people associated with it belonged to one big family! 

 

The parting moments were quite emotional for all of us

formally coming to an end. But, as I pursued my further studies in the same town, it was easy for 

me to pay regular visits to the school and stay in touch with the swamis and the staff. All the while, 

 

 

 

---------------------------------- OOONNNSSS      

The Ramakrishna Order – my refuge!  

My first association with the Ramakrishna Order started when I was 13. My uncle took me to Sri 

Ramakrishna Vidyashala, Mysore, a premier residential school in India.  I was going to appear for 

the entrance exam to seek admission to Grade 8. The breathtaking lush green campus spanning 

over 60 acres, bedecked with numerous flower and fruit bearing plants, state

infrastructure besides  a swimming pool and over 20 playgrounds of various sports would lure any 

student in pursuing his education in this wonderful school. The students who made through the 

highly competitive exam considered themselves quite fortunate. As destiny may have it, I made it 

through and got admitted into the school. The next 5 years spent in this great institute were 

ubtedly the best years of my life.   

Swami Vivekananda had said, “What we need today is man-making and character

mater followed this statement to its core. Unlike other conventional 

schools, where getting more marks was considered the objective, this institute laid importance on 

round development of an individual.  The regimen and curriculum enriched the students 

spiritually, academically, physically and socially.  Our daily routine commenced at 5:15am and 

0:30pm. Apart from the regular academic classes, everybody had to attend to 

prayers twice a day, physical training in the morning and games in the evening. During the noon 

break, one could pursue hobbies such as music and painting. Chanting few verses from

before having our lunch and dinner was mandatory.  

As days rolled by, consciously or sub-consciously each one of us was getting trained to lead a 

disciplined life and develop regards to our rich culture and values. Most of us had heard that 

ronment plays an important role in moulding one's character but here we experienced it. 

One of the hallmarks of Sri Ramakrishna's divine personality was his humility. We noticed the same 

in his disciples and devotees. With regards to this, I would like to recall an incident that took place 

while at Vidyashala. One of the students had badly hurt his ankle and had a cast. As he was 

completely confined to the bed, friends used to bring a plate of food from the school kitchen to his 

after his meal was over. One day after he had finished his meal, we 

forgot to take the plate away. One of the Swamis who came to enquire about his well

the plate. After conversing with our friend, he silently took the plate away to the cleaning 

himself! This was a great lesson to some of us who were bit hesitant to pick up someone else’s 

One of the measures of spirituality in a person is his degree of unconditional love towards others. 

The Holy Mother was the personification of such love. A true devotee of God always strives to 

achieve this divine quality. While preparing for our public exams, in order to help us study late 

night, another Swami was serving us coffee every night at 10:30pm in front of the kitchen! If he 

he could have asked one of the cooks to do the same. The Swami also had a good sense of 

humour, to relieve us from the examination stress; he used to narrate few jokes for us while we 

were having our coffee. This 'therapy' worked beautifully on us; as a result we went back to our 

class rejuvenated to continue our studies. Such episodes made us realise that Vidyashala was more 

than a school and all people associated with it belonged to one big family!  

The parting moments were quite emotional for all of us; our five long years of association was 

formally coming to an end. But, as I pursued my further studies in the same town, it was easy for 

to pay regular visits to the school and stay in touch with the swamis and the staff. All the while, 
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My first association with the Ramakrishna Order started when I was 13. My uncle took me to Sri 

Ramakrishna Vidyashala, Mysore, a premier residential school in India.  I was going to appear for 

eathtaking lush green campus spanning 

over 60 acres, bedecked with numerous flower and fruit bearing plants, state-of-the-art 

infrastructure besides  a swimming pool and over 20 playgrounds of various sports would lure any 

in this wonderful school. The students who made through the 

highly competitive exam considered themselves quite fortunate. As destiny may have it, I made it 

through and got admitted into the school. The next 5 years spent in this great institute were 

making and character-building 

mater followed this statement to its core. Unlike other conventional 

sidered the objective, this institute laid importance on 

round development of an individual.  The regimen and curriculum enriched the students 

spiritually, academically, physically and socially.  Our daily routine commenced at 5:15am and 

0:30pm. Apart from the regular academic classes, everybody had to attend to 

prayers twice a day, physical training in the morning and games in the evening. During the noon 

break, one could pursue hobbies such as music and painting. Chanting few verses from the Gita 

consciously each one of us was getting trained to lead a 

disciplined life and develop regards to our rich culture and values. Most of us had heard that 

ronment plays an important role in moulding one's character but here we experienced it.  

One of the hallmarks of Sri Ramakrishna's divine personality was his humility. We noticed the same 

o recall an incident that took place 

while at Vidyashala. One of the students had badly hurt his ankle and had a cast. As he was 

completely confined to the bed, friends used to bring a plate of food from the school kitchen to his 

after his meal was over. One day after he had finished his meal, we 

forgot to take the plate away. One of the Swamis who came to enquire about his well-being saw 

the plate. After conversing with our friend, he silently took the plate away to the cleaning room 

himself! This was a great lesson to some of us who were bit hesitant to pick up someone else’s 

One of the measures of spirituality in a person is his degree of unconditional love towards others. 

of such love. A true devotee of God always strives to 

achieve this divine quality. While preparing for our public exams, in order to help us study late 

night, another Swami was serving us coffee every night at 10:30pm in front of the kitchen! If he 

he could have asked one of the cooks to do the same. The Swami also had a good sense of 

humour, to relieve us from the examination stress; he used to narrate few jokes for us while we 

esult we went back to our 

class rejuvenated to continue our studies. Such episodes made us realise that Vidyashala was more 

; our five long years of association was 

formally coming to an end. But, as I pursued my further studies in the same town, it was easy for 

to pay regular visits to the school and stay in touch with the swamis and the staff. All the while,  



 RRRAAAMMMAAAKKKRRRIIISSSHHHNNNAAA   VVVEEEDDDAAANNNTTTAAA   CCCEEENNNTTTRRREEE

 

interestingly, I never considered it necessary to go through the

Vivekananda. May be I was not mature enough to comprehend their teachings, but I didn’t have to 

wait long.  

 

A few years later I started to work. Due to certain events transp

spirits. My friend suggested me to meet a Swami whom we knew while at Vidyashala. During the 

meeting, the Swami advised me to read Ramakrishna

Gospel of Sri Ramakrishna” to begin

recuperated from those events, but also started looking at life from a new pe

importance of leading a life centred on God. The book beautifully explains in simple words how 

one should lead a life, if one wants uninterrupted peace and bliss. 

 

In essence, I consider my association with this great organisation a blessing. But Sri Ramakrishna 

wants us to go beyond such formal associations. He will be more pleased if we can assimilate his 

teachings and put them into practice. Not just for day or a month, but for every moment of our 

lives. In order to accomplish this Herculean task we have to strive hard 

eternal relationship with Him.  As Sri Ramakrishna aptly says, “J

good, one must dive deep and look for the pearls …“. It is high time we too start preparing 

ourselves spiritually, mentally and physically, to delve deeper and realise the true goal of life 

be one with God!  

     

 

 

 

Once a tigress attacked a flock of goats. As she sprang on her prey, she gave birth to a cub and 

died. The cub grew up in the company of the goats.

 

The goats ate grass and the cub followed their example. They bleated; the cub blea

Gradually it grew to be a big tiger. One day another tiger attacked the same flock. It was 

amazed to see the grass-eating tiger. Running after it, the wild tiger at last seized it, 

whereupon the grass-eating tiger began to bleat.

 

The wild tiger dragged it to the water and said: 'Look at your face in the water. It is just like 

mine. Here is a little meat. Eat it.' Saying this, it thrust some meat into its mouth. But the 

grass-eating tiger would not swallow it and began to bleat again. Gradually, ho

the taste for blood and came to relish the meat.

 

Then the wild tiger said: 'Now you see there is no difference between you and me. Come 

along and follow me into the forest.' "So there can be no fear if the guru's grace descends on 

one. He will let you know who you are and what your real nature is.

 

If the devotee practises spiritual discipline a little, the guru explains everything to him. Then 

the disciple understands for himself what is real and what is unreal. God alone is real, and the 

world is illusory. 
 

EEE   OOOFFF   QQQLLLDDD      

I never considered it necessary to go through the literature of

Vivekananda. May be I was not mature enough to comprehend their teachings, but I didn’t have to 

A few years later I started to work. Due to certain events transpired at my office, I was bit low on 

spirits. My friend suggested me to meet a Swami whom we knew while at Vidyashala. During the 

meeting, the Swami advised me to read Ramakrishna-Vivekananda literature, specifically “The 

Gospel of Sri Ramakrishna” to begin with. I started reading the book. Eventually, I not only 

recuperated from those events, but also started looking at life from a new pe

importance of leading a life centred on God. The book beautifully explains in simple words how 

lead a life, if one wants uninterrupted peace and bliss.  

In essence, I consider my association with this great organisation a blessing. But Sri Ramakrishna 

wants us to go beyond such formal associations. He will be more pleased if we can assimilate his 

eachings and put them into practice. Not just for day or a month, but for every moment of our 

lives. In order to accomplish this Herculean task we have to strive hard to develop intimate and 

.  As Sri Ramakrishna aptly says, “Just floating on the surface is no 

good, one must dive deep and look for the pearls …“. It is high time we too start preparing 

ourselves spiritually, mentally and physically, to delve deeper and realise the true goal of life 

      

Master’s Parable – 4 
 
 

Once a tigress attacked a flock of goats. As she sprang on her prey, she gave birth to a cub and 

died. The cub grew up in the company of the goats. 

The goats ate grass and the cub followed their example. They bleated; the cub blea

Gradually it grew to be a big tiger. One day another tiger attacked the same flock. It was 

eating tiger. Running after it, the wild tiger at last seized it, 

eating tiger began to bleat. 

ragged it to the water and said: 'Look at your face in the water. It is just like 

mine. Here is a little meat. Eat it.' Saying this, it thrust some meat into its mouth. But the 

eating tiger would not swallow it and began to bleat again. Gradually, ho

the taste for blood and came to relish the meat. 

Then the wild tiger said: 'Now you see there is no difference between you and me. Come 

along and follow me into the forest.' "So there can be no fear if the guru's grace descends on 

ll let you know who you are and what your real nature is. 

If the devotee practises spiritual discipline a little, the guru explains everything to him. Then 

the disciple understands for himself what is real and what is unreal. God alone is real, and the 
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literature of Ramakrishna-

Vivekananda. May be I was not mature enough to comprehend their teachings, but I didn’t have to 

ired at my office, I was bit low on 

spirits. My friend suggested me to meet a Swami whom we knew while at Vidyashala. During the 

Vivekananda literature, specifically “The 

with. I started reading the book. Eventually, I not only 

recuperated from those events, but also started looking at life from a new perspective, the 

importance of leading a life centred on God. The book beautifully explains in simple words how 

In essence, I consider my association with this great organisation a blessing. But Sri Ramakrishna 

wants us to go beyond such formal associations. He will be more pleased if we can assimilate his 

eachings and put them into practice. Not just for day or a month, but for every moment of our 

to develop intimate and 

ust floating on the surface is no 

good, one must dive deep and look for the pearls …“. It is high time we too start preparing 

ourselves spiritually, mentally and physically, to delve deeper and realise the true goal of life – to 

- Vikas  

Once a tigress attacked a flock of goats. As she sprang on her prey, she gave birth to a cub and 

The goats ate grass and the cub followed their example. They bleated; the cub bleated too. 

Gradually it grew to be a big tiger. One day another tiger attacked the same flock. It was 

eating tiger. Running after it, the wild tiger at last seized it, 

ragged it to the water and said: 'Look at your face in the water. It is just like 

mine. Here is a little meat. Eat it.' Saying this, it thrust some meat into its mouth. But the 

eating tiger would not swallow it and began to bleat again. Gradually, however, it got 

Then the wild tiger said: 'Now you see there is no difference between you and me. Come 

along and follow me into the forest.' "So there can be no fear if the guru's grace descends on 

If the devotee practises spiritual discipline a little, the guru explains everything to him. Then 

the disciple understands for himself what is real and what is unreal. God alone is real, and the 
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Sri Ramakrishna was born on 18 February 1836 in a poor and pious Brahmin family in Kamarpuku

a village sixty miles to the north

and Chandramani Devi. Form his early boyhood Sr Ramakrishna was devoted to God and his 

spiritual matters and showed lack of interests in worldly affairs. Hence he had only the rudiments 

of formal education. At the age of nineteen he was appointed a priest at the newly built

Temple at Dakshineswar in Kolkata. From then on for another eleven years he remained absorbed 

in the practice of various spiritual disciplines, of Hinduism. After attaining in the highest goals of 

these disciplines, which included the experience of A

turned to the spiritual paths of Islam and Christianity. These paths led him finally to the same 

ultimate reality which he had earlier attained through the spiritual paths of Hinduism. From all 

these experiences Sri Ramakrishna came to the conclusions regarding reality to religious life.  

 

• God realization is the ultimate goal of human life because that can bring man supreme 

happiness and peace. 

• God is one, Personal as well as Impersonal, and it is known by diff

different religious 

• God can be realized through various paths taught in world religions

• All religions are true in so far as they lead to the realization of the Ultimate Truth

• Purity of mind is a basic condition for the realization of God, bu

even the worst sinner 

• With this faith in God one should cultivate a positive outlook on life instead of yielding to 

self condemnation of depression

• God dwells in all people as the Supreme Self; hence all people are to be treated w

respect. 

 

Although Sri Ramakrishna had been ordained a monk, he lived like an ordinary person, hardly ever 

left the precincts of the Kali Temple where he was given a room to stay. The fame of his holiness 

began to spread, and disciples, mostly belongin

gather around him. He trained some of his young disciples to become monks. The foremost among 

them was Swami Vivekananda. Sri Ramakrishna passed away on 16

years. 
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       Sri Ramakrishna 
 

 

 
 

Sri Ramakrishna was born on 18 February 1836 in a poor and pious Brahmin family in Kamarpuku

a village sixty miles to the north-west of Kolkata. His parents were Kshudirum Chattopadhyhaya 

vi. Form his early boyhood Sr Ramakrishna was devoted to God and his 

spiritual matters and showed lack of interests in worldly affairs. Hence he had only the rudiments 

of formal education. At the age of nineteen he was appointed a priest at the newly built

Temple at Dakshineswar in Kolkata. From then on for another eleven years he remained absorbed 

in the practice of various spiritual disciplines, of Hinduism. After attaining in the highest goals of 

these disciplines, which included the experience of Advaita or non-dual state of consciousness, he 

turned to the spiritual paths of Islam and Christianity. These paths led him finally to the same 

ultimate reality which he had earlier attained through the spiritual paths of Hinduism. From all 

s Sri Ramakrishna came to the conclusions regarding reality to religious life.  

God realization is the ultimate goal of human life because that can bring man supreme 

 

God is one, Personal as well as Impersonal, and it is known by diff

God can be realized through various paths taught in world religions

All religions are true in so far as they lead to the realization of the Ultimate Truth

Purity of mind is a basic condition for the realization of God, but divine grace can redeem 

 

With this faith in God one should cultivate a positive outlook on life instead of yielding to 

self condemnation of depression 

God dwells in all people as the Supreme Self; hence all people are to be treated w

Ramakrishna had been ordained a monk, he lived like an ordinary person, hardly ever 

left the precincts of the Kali Temple where he was given a room to stay. The fame of his holiness 

began to spread, and disciples, mostly belonging to the educated middle class in Kolkata, began to 

gather around him. He trained some of his young disciples to become monks. The foremost among 

them was Swami Vivekananda. Sri Ramakrishna passed away on 16th August 1886 at the age of fifty 
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Sri Ramakrishna was born on 18 February 1836 in a poor and pious Brahmin family in Kamarpukur, 

west of Kolkata. His parents were Kshudirum Chattopadhyhaya 

vi. Form his early boyhood Sr Ramakrishna was devoted to God and his 

spiritual matters and showed lack of interests in worldly affairs. Hence he had only the rudiments 

of formal education. At the age of nineteen he was appointed a priest at the newly built Kali 

Temple at Dakshineswar in Kolkata. From then on for another eleven years he remained absorbed 

in the practice of various spiritual disciplines, of Hinduism. After attaining in the highest goals of 

dual state of consciousness, he 

turned to the spiritual paths of Islam and Christianity. These paths led him finally to the same 

ultimate reality which he had earlier attained through the spiritual paths of Hinduism. From all 

s Sri Ramakrishna came to the conclusions regarding reality to religious life.   

God realization is the ultimate goal of human life because that can bring man supreme 

God is one, Personal as well as Impersonal, and it is known by different names in 

God can be realized through various paths taught in world religions 

All religions are true in so far as they lead to the realization of the Ultimate Truth 

t divine grace can redeem 

With this faith in God one should cultivate a positive outlook on life instead of yielding to 

God dwells in all people as the Supreme Self; hence all people are to be treated with 

Ramakrishna had been ordained a monk, he lived like an ordinary person, hardly ever 

left the precincts of the Kali Temple where he was given a room to stay. The fame of his holiness 

g to the educated middle class in Kolkata, began to 

gather around him. He trained some of his young disciples to become monks. The foremost among 

August 1886 at the age of fifty 
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When Sri Ramakirshna was twenty

his relatives at Kamarpukur, in the hope of diverting his mind to mundane affairs, got him married 

to a girl by name Sarada Devi who belonge

was born 22 December 1853 as the first child of a pious couple, Ramachandra Mukherjee and 

Shyama Sundari Devi. The family was very poor, and from childhood Sarada helped her parents in 

various household chores and bringing up younger brothers. She had no formal schooling and 

could hardly read.  

 

At the age of eighteen she walked all the way, in the company of her father, to Dakshineswar to 

meet her husband. Sri Ramakrishna received her with great love

life even while discharging her household duties. They lived absolutely pure lives; Sarada Devi lived 

at Dakshineswar as a virgin nun, serving Sri Ramakrishna as his wife and disciple.  On his part Sri 

Ramakrishna, who worshipped God as the Divine Mother, looked upon Sarada Devi as a special 

manifestation of the Divine Mother. Once he ritualistically worshipped her as the Divine Mother 

and thus awakened Divine Motherhood in her.

 

When disciples began to gather around Sri 

her own children. After the Master’s passing away, she became the unifying centre for his disciples 

and was adored by them as Holy Mother. In due course, she herself became a great teacher, and 

disciples began to gather around her. Her mother

luminous consciousness of universal motherhood. In the whole history of humanity this was the 

first time that an unlettered village maiden decided to look upon all people in 

children, and came to be adored as the ‘Mother of All’.

 

Owing to her immaculate purity, extraordinary forbearance, selfless service, unconditional love, 

wisdom, and spiritual illumination, Swami Vivekananda regarded Sri Sarada Devi as the

women in the modern age. Swamiji had the historical insight to know that neglect of women for 

centuries was one of the main causes of India’s downfall (another cause being neglect to the 

masses). He believed that with the advent of Holy Mother t

modern times had begun, and this would have far

of humanity. The holy mother spent her life partly in the village Jayrambati and partly in Kolkata 

where the disciples of Sri Ramakrishna provided her a home. In both the places she personally 

attended to household duties till the end of her life. She left the mortal world on 21 July 1920.
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Sri Sarada Devi 

 

 

When Sri Ramakirshna was twenty-three years old and was engaged in intense spiritual disciplines, 

his relatives at Kamarpukur, in the hope of diverting his mind to mundane affairs, got him married 

to a girl by name Sarada Devi who belonged to the neighbouring village of Jayrambati. Sarada Devi 

was born 22 December 1853 as the first child of a pious couple, Ramachandra Mukherjee and 

Shyama Sundari Devi. The family was very poor, and from childhood Sarada helped her parents in 

old chores and bringing up younger brothers. She had no formal schooling and 

At the age of eighteen she walked all the way, in the company of her father, to Dakshineswar to 

meet her husband. Sri Ramakrishna received her with great love taught her how to lead a spiritual 

life even while discharging her household duties. They lived absolutely pure lives; Sarada Devi lived 

at Dakshineswar as a virgin nun, serving Sri Ramakrishna as his wife and disciple.  On his part Sri 

orshipped God as the Divine Mother, looked upon Sarada Devi as a special 

manifestation of the Divine Mother. Once he ritualistically worshipped her as the Divine Mother 

and thus awakened Divine Motherhood in her. 

When disciples began to gather around Sri Ramakrishna, Sarada Devi learned to look upon them as 

her own children. After the Master’s passing away, she became the unifying centre for his disciples 

and was adored by them as Holy Mother. In due course, she herself became a great teacher, and 

s began to gather around her. Her mother-heart expanded to enfold them all in the 

luminous consciousness of universal motherhood. In the whole history of humanity this was the 

first time that an unlettered village maiden decided to look upon all people in 

children, and came to be adored as the ‘Mother of All’. 

Owing to her immaculate purity, extraordinary forbearance, selfless service, unconditional love, 

wisdom, and spiritual illumination, Swami Vivekananda regarded Sri Sarada Devi as the

women in the modern age. Swamiji had the historical insight to know that neglect of women for 

centuries was one of the main causes of India’s downfall (another cause being neglect to the 

masses). He believed that with the advent of Holy Mother the spiritual awakening of women in 

modern times had begun, and this would have far-reaching consequences for the future elevation 

of humanity. The holy mother spent her life partly in the village Jayrambati and partly in Kolkata 

Ramakrishna provided her a home. In both the places she personally 

attended to household duties till the end of her life. She left the mortal world on 21 July 1920.
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three years old and was engaged in intense spiritual disciplines, 

his relatives at Kamarpukur, in the hope of diverting his mind to mundane affairs, got him married 

d to the neighbouring village of Jayrambati. Sarada Devi 

was born 22 December 1853 as the first child of a pious couple, Ramachandra Mukherjee and 

Shyama Sundari Devi. The family was very poor, and from childhood Sarada helped her parents in 

old chores and bringing up younger brothers. She had no formal schooling and 

At the age of eighteen she walked all the way, in the company of her father, to Dakshineswar to 

taught her how to lead a spiritual 

life even while discharging her household duties. They lived absolutely pure lives; Sarada Devi lived 

at Dakshineswar as a virgin nun, serving Sri Ramakrishna as his wife and disciple.  On his part Sri 

orshipped God as the Divine Mother, looked upon Sarada Devi as a special 

manifestation of the Divine Mother. Once he ritualistically worshipped her as the Divine Mother 

Ramakrishna, Sarada Devi learned to look upon them as 

her own children. After the Master’s passing away, she became the unifying centre for his disciples 

and was adored by them as Holy Mother. In due course, she herself became a great teacher, and 

heart expanded to enfold them all in the 

luminous consciousness of universal motherhood. In the whole history of humanity this was the 

first time that an unlettered village maiden decided to look upon all people in the world as her 

Owing to her immaculate purity, extraordinary forbearance, selfless service, unconditional love, 

wisdom, and spiritual illumination, Swami Vivekananda regarded Sri Sarada Devi as the ideal for 

women in the modern age. Swamiji had the historical insight to know that neglect of women for 

centuries was one of the main causes of India’s downfall (another cause being neglect to the 

he spiritual awakening of women in 

reaching consequences for the future elevation 

of humanity. The holy mother spent her life partly in the village Jayrambati and partly in Kolkata 

Ramakrishna provided her a home. In both the places she personally 

attended to household duties till the end of her life. She left the mortal world on 21 July 1920. 
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Swamiji wanted to start an independent monastic order for women on the same lines as 

Ramakrishna Math with Holy Mother as its centre. His wish could be fulfilled only in 1952, during 

the Birth Centenary of Holy Mother, when seven women were given the primary vows of 

Brahmacharya order for women, known as Sri Sarada Math, was started  near the

Dakshineswar. It was separated totally from Ramakrishna Math in 1959 and has since being 

functioning independently. Its twin organisation named Ramakrishna Sarada Mission was founded 

in 1960. These two institutions for women also run school

on the lines of Sri Ramakrishna Math and Mission

 

Once a rich man was passing through a forest, when three robbers surrounded him and

robbed him of all his wealth. After snatching all his possessions from him, one of the robbers 

said: 'What's the good of keeping the man alive? Kill him

their victim with his sword, when the second robber interrupted 

killing him. Let us bind him fast and leave him here. Then he won't be able to tell the police.' 

Accordingly the robbers tied him with a rope, left him, and went away.

 

After a while the third robber returned to the rich man an

you? Come, I'm going to release you.' The third robber set the man free and l

forest. When they came near the highway, the robber said, 'Follow this road and you will 

reach home easily.' 

 

'But you must come with me too',

be happy to see you at our home.' 'No,' said the robber, 'it is not possible for me to go there. 

The police will arrest me.' So saying, he left the rich man after pointing out his way.

 

Now, the first robber, who said: 'What's the good of keeping the man alive? Kill him', is tamas. 

It destroys. The second robber is rajas, which binds a man to the world and entangles him in a 

variety of activities. Rajas make him forget God. Sattva alone shows the wa

produces virtues like compassion, righteousness, and devotion.

 

Again, sattva is like the last step of the stairs. Next to it is the roof. The Supreme Brahman is 

man's own abode. One cannot attain the Knowledge of Brahman unless one transcends

three gunas." 
 

 

   “The goal of mankind is knowledge. Now this knowledge is inherent in man. No knowledge 

comes from outside: it is all inside. What we say a man 'knows', should, in strict psychological 

language, be what he 'discovers' or 'unveils'; wha

taking the cover off his own soul, which is a mine of infinite knowledge.” 
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Swamiji wanted to start an independent monastic order for women on the same lines as 

akrishna Math with Holy Mother as its centre. His wish could be fulfilled only in 1952, during 

the Birth Centenary of Holy Mother, when seven women were given the primary vows of 

Brahmacharya order for women, known as Sri Sarada Math, was started  near the

It was separated totally from Ramakrishna Math in 1959 and has since being 

functioning independently. Its twin organisation named Ramakrishna Sarada Mission was founded 

in 1960. These two institutions for women also run schools, hospitals and other service institutions 

on the lines of Sri Ramakrishna Math and Mission. 
 

Master’s Parable – 5 

Once a rich man was passing through a forest, when three robbers surrounded him and

robbed him of all his wealth. After snatching all his possessions from him, one of the robbers 

said: 'What's the good of keeping the man alive? Kill him’. Saying this, he was about to strike 

their victim with his sword, when the second robber interrupted and said: 'There's no use in 

killing him. Let us bind him fast and leave him here. Then he won't be able to tell the police.' 

Accordingly the robbers tied him with a rope, left him, and went away. 

After a while the third robber returned to the rich man and said: 'Ah! You're badly hurt, aren't 

you? Come, I'm going to release you.' The third robber set the man free and l

they came near the highway, the robber said, 'Follow this road and you will 

t come with me too', said the man. 'You have done so much for me. We shall all 

be happy to see you at our home.' 'No,' said the robber, 'it is not possible for me to go there. 

The police will arrest me.' So saying, he left the rich man after pointing out his way.

rst robber, who said: 'What's the good of keeping the man alive? Kill him', is tamas. 

It destroys. The second robber is rajas, which binds a man to the world and entangles him in a 

variety of activities. Rajas make him forget God. Sattva alone shows the wa

produces virtues like compassion, righteousness, and devotion. 

Again, sattva is like the last step of the stairs. Next to it is the roof. The Supreme Brahman is 

man's own abode. One cannot attain the Knowledge of Brahman unless one transcends

“The goal of mankind is knowledge. Now this knowledge is inherent in man. No knowledge 

comes from outside: it is all inside. What we say a man 'knows', should, in strict psychological 

language, be what he 'discovers' or 'unveils'; what man 'learns' is really what he discovers by 

taking the cover off his own soul, which is a mine of infinite knowledge.”  

     -Swami Vivekananda 
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Swamiji wanted to start an independent monastic order for women on the same lines as 

akrishna Math with Holy Mother as its centre. His wish could be fulfilled only in 1952, during 

the Birth Centenary of Holy Mother, when seven women were given the primary vows of 

Brahmacharya order for women, known as Sri Sarada Math, was started  near the Kali Temple at 

It was separated totally from Ramakrishna Math in 1959 and has since being 

functioning independently. Its twin organisation named Ramakrishna Sarada Mission was founded 

s, hospitals and other service institutions 

 

Once a rich man was passing through a forest, when three robbers surrounded him and 

robbed him of all his wealth. After snatching all his possessions from him, one of the robbers 

. Saying this, he was about to strike 

and said: 'There's no use in 

killing him. Let us bind him fast and leave him here. Then he won't be able to tell the police.' 

d said: 'Ah! You're badly hurt, aren't 

you? Come, I'm going to release you.' The third robber set the man free and led him out of the 

they came near the highway, the robber said, 'Follow this road and you will 

said the man. 'You have done so much for me. We shall all 

be happy to see you at our home.' 'No,' said the robber, 'it is not possible for me to go there. 

The police will arrest me.' So saying, he left the rich man after pointing out his way. 

rst robber, who said: 'What's the good of keeping the man alive? Kill him', is tamas. 

It destroys. The second robber is rajas, which binds a man to the world and entangles him in a 

variety of activities. Rajas make him forget God. Sattva alone shows the way to God. It 

Again, sattva is like the last step of the stairs. Next to it is the roof. The Supreme Brahman is 

man's own abode. One cannot attain the Knowledge of Brahman unless one transcends the 

“The goal of mankind is knowledge. Now this knowledge is inherent in man. No knowledge 

comes from outside: it is all inside. What we say a man 'knows', should, in strict psychological 

t man 'learns' is really what he discovers by 

Swami Vivekananda  
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Narendra Nath Datta, as Swami Vivekananda was known in his pre

January 1863 in a well-to-do family in 

Bhuvaneswari Devi. In his boyhood Naren was endowed with strong physique, brilliant intellect 

and mystic temperament. After graduating in mathematics, history and philosophy, he studied law. 

At the age of 18 while studying in the college he met Sri Ramakrishna.

 

Under the loving guidance of his Master, he blossomed into a spiritual luminary. After Sri 

Ramakrishna’s passing away, fourteen of the Masters young disciples (two more joined later), 

under the leadership of Swami Vivekananda, formed a monastic brotherhood known as 

Ramakrishna Math (order).  

 

After staying in this monastery for two years, Swami Vivekananda spent a few years travelling all 

over India as a mendicant monk. During these travels h

poverty and backwardness of the millions of poor people in India. However, he also saw that, in 

spite of poverty, the people still clung to religion, and the ancient spiritual culture was a living force 

in their lives. At a time when social reformers were busy with widow marriage and abolition of idol 

worship, Vivekananda perceived that the real cause of India’s backwardness was the neglect and 

exploitation of the masses who produces the wealth of the land. In order t

economic condition it was necessary to teach them improved methods of agriculture, village 

industries and hygienic way of life. But owing to centuries of exploitations and social tyranny, the 

poor people, especially those who belonged to th

hope and initiative. The people therefore needed a message of strength that would infuse faith in 

themselves. Vivekananda found this message in Vedanta. Thus Swamiji saw that in order to uplift 

the masses it was necessary to spread both secular and spiritual education among them. And for 

this what was needed most was an organisation, ‘a machinery which will bring noblest ideas to the 

doorstep of even the poorest and the meanest’.

 

During his travels in India Swami Vivekananda heard about the plans to hold a World Parliament of 

religions in Chicago.  He felt that the Parliament would provide the right forum to present his 

Master’s message to the world, and so he decided to go to America. Another reason which 

prompted Swami Vivekananda to go to America was to seek financial help for his project of 

uplifting the masses. His speeches at the World Parliament of Religions in Chicago in September 

1893 made him world famous. In the west Swamiji found the people there had
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  Swami Vivekananda 
 

 

 
 

Narendra Nath Datta, as Swami Vivekananda was known in his pre-monastic days, was born on 12 

do family in Kolkata. His parents were Viswanath Datta, an attorney and 

Bhuvaneswari Devi. In his boyhood Naren was endowed with strong physique, brilliant intellect 

and mystic temperament. After graduating in mathematics, history and philosophy, he studied law. 

age of 18 while studying in the college he met Sri Ramakrishna. 

Under the loving guidance of his Master, he blossomed into a spiritual luminary. After Sri 

Ramakrishna’s passing away, fourteen of the Masters young disciples (two more joined later), 

the leadership of Swami Vivekananda, formed a monastic brotherhood known as 

After staying in this monastery for two years, Swami Vivekananda spent a few years travelling all 

over India as a mendicant monk. During these travels he was deeply moved to see the appalling 

poverty and backwardness of the millions of poor people in India. However, he also saw that, in 

spite of poverty, the people still clung to religion, and the ancient spiritual culture was a living force 

s. At a time when social reformers were busy with widow marriage and abolition of idol 

worship, Vivekananda perceived that the real cause of India’s backwardness was the neglect and 

exploitation of the masses who produces the wealth of the land. In order t

economic condition it was necessary to teach them improved methods of agriculture, village 

industries and hygienic way of life. But owing to centuries of exploitations and social tyranny, the 

poor people, especially those who belonged to the lower castes, had lost their sense of worth, 

hope and initiative. The people therefore needed a message of strength that would infuse faith in 

themselves. Vivekananda found this message in Vedanta. Thus Swamiji saw that in order to uplift 

as necessary to spread both secular and spiritual education among them. And for 

this what was needed most was an organisation, ‘a machinery which will bring noblest ideas to the 

doorstep of even the poorest and the meanest’. 

ami Vivekananda heard about the plans to hold a World Parliament of 

religions in Chicago.  He felt that the Parliament would provide the right forum to present his 

Master’s message to the world, and so he decided to go to America. Another reason which 

pted Swami Vivekananda to go to America was to seek financial help for his project of 

uplifting the masses. His speeches at the World Parliament of Religions in Chicago in September 

1893 made him world famous. In the west Swamiji found the people there had
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monastic days, was born on 12 

Kolkata. His parents were Viswanath Datta, an attorney and 

Bhuvaneswari Devi. In his boyhood Naren was endowed with strong physique, brilliant intellect 

and mystic temperament. After graduating in mathematics, history and philosophy, he studied law. 

Under the loving guidance of his Master, he blossomed into a spiritual luminary. After Sri 

Ramakrishna’s passing away, fourteen of the Masters young disciples (two more joined later), 
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spite of poverty, the people still clung to religion, and the ancient spiritual culture was a living force 

s. At a time when social reformers were busy with widow marriage and abolition of idol 

worship, Vivekananda perceived that the real cause of India’s backwardness was the neglect and 

exploitation of the masses who produces the wealth of the land. In order to improve their 

economic condition it was necessary to teach them improved methods of agriculture, village 

industries and hygienic way of life. But owing to centuries of exploitations and social tyranny, the 

e lower castes, had lost their sense of worth, 

hope and initiative. The people therefore needed a message of strength that would infuse faith in 

themselves. Vivekananda found this message in Vedanta. Thus Swamiji saw that in order to uplift 

as necessary to spread both secular and spiritual education among them. And for 

this what was needed most was an organisation, ‘a machinery which will bring noblest ideas to the 

ami Vivekananda heard about the plans to hold a World Parliament of 

religions in Chicago.  He felt that the Parliament would provide the right forum to present his 

Master’s message to the world, and so he decided to go to America. Another reason which 

pted Swami Vivekananda to go to America was to seek financial help for his project of 

uplifting the masses. His speeches at the World Parliament of Religions in Chicago in September 

1893 made him world famous. In the west Swamiji found the people there had solved their socio- 
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economic problems to a great extent and were seeking the ultimate truth and the ultimate 

meaning of life.  Swamiji believed that Vedanta would fulfil their higher needs.

 

Further, Swamiji had developed the insight that Ramakrishna w

truths of Vedanta, that the Master’s life was the fulfilment of all the promises of the supreme 

Vedantic vision of Reality and, as Romain Rolland expressed it some years later, Sri Ramakrishna 

‘was the consummation of two t

people’.  

 

Therefore, the best way to make the true and full significance of Sri Ramakrishna’s life understood 

in the modern world was to expound Vedanta in the modern idiom in the light of Sri R

life and experiences.  

 

After spreading Vedanta in the West for nearly three and a half years, Swami Vivekananda 

returned to India in 1897. In response to the enthusiastic welcome that he received everywhere, 

he delivered a series of lectures 

attempted to do the following:  

 

• To rouse the religious consciousness of the people and create in them pride in their cultural 

heritage; 

• To bring about unification of Hinduism by pointing out commo

• To focus the attention of educated people to the plight of the downtrodden masses, and 

expound his plan for their uplift by the application of Vedanta in practical life.

 

In Kolkata, Swamiji convened a meeting of the disciples and devotees of Sri 

1897 and inaugurated a new organisation bearing the name of Ramakrishna Mission. He intended 

it to be a unique organisation in which monks and lay people cooperated in providing educational, 

medical and other forms of social service es

After setting in motion machinery

principles of Vedanta lived and taught by Sri Ramakrishna, Swami Vivekananda left the mortal 

world 4 July 1902 at the age of thirty

 

 

Once two friends were going along the street, when they saw some people listening to a 

reading of the Bhagavata. 'Come, friend', said the one to the other. 'Let us hear the sacred 

book.' So saying he went in and 

entered a house of ill fame. But very soon he felt disgusted with the place.

 

'Shame on me!' he said to himself. 'My friend has been listening to the sacred word of Hari; 

and see where I am!' But the fri

disgusted. 'What a fool I am!' he said. 'I have been listening to this fellow's blah

friend is having a grand time.' In course of time they both died.

 

The messenger of Death came for the

dragged it off to hell. The messenger of God came for the soul of the one who had been to the 

house of prostitution and led it up to he

does not judge him by what he does or where he lives.
 

---------------------------------- OOONNNSSS      

economic problems to a great extent and were seeking the ultimate truth and the ultimate 

meaning of life.  Swamiji believed that Vedanta would fulfil their higher needs.

Further, Swamiji had developed the insight that Ramakrishna was the embodiment of the eternal 

truths of Vedanta, that the Master’s life was the fulfilment of all the promises of the supreme 

Vedantic vision of Reality and, as Romain Rolland expressed it some years later, Sri Ramakrishna 

‘was the consummation of two thousand years of the spiritual life of three hundred million 

Therefore, the best way to make the true and full significance of Sri Ramakrishna’s life understood 

in the modern world was to expound Vedanta in the modern idiom in the light of Sri R

After spreading Vedanta in the West for nearly three and a half years, Swami Vivekananda 

returned to India in 1897. In response to the enthusiastic welcome that he received everywhere, 

he delivered a series of lectures in different parts of India. Through these lecture Swamiji 

To rouse the religious consciousness of the people and create in them pride in their cultural 

To bring about unification of Hinduism by pointing out common bases;

To focus the attention of educated people to the plight of the downtrodden masses, and 

expound his plan for their uplift by the application of Vedanta in practical life.

In Kolkata, Swamiji convened a meeting of the disciples and devotees of Sri Ramakrishna on 1 May 

1897 and inaugurated a new organisation bearing the name of Ramakrishna Mission. He intended 

it to be a unique organisation in which monks and lay people cooperated in providing educational, 

medical and other forms of social service especially to the poor and the disadvantaged. 

machinery for the propagation and practical application of the life

principles of Vedanta lived and taught by Sri Ramakrishna, Swami Vivekananda left the mortal 

at the age of thirty-nine and a half years. 

Master’s Parable – 6 

Once two friends were going along the street, when they saw some people listening to a 

reading of the Bhagavata. 'Come, friend', said the one to the other. 'Let us hear the sacred 

book.' So saying he went in and sat down. The second man peeped in and went away. He 

entered a house of ill fame. But very soon he felt disgusted with the place. 

'Shame on me!' he said to himself. 'My friend has been listening to the sacred word of Hari; 

and see where I am!' But the friend who had been listening to the Bhagavata also became 

disgusted. 'What a fool I am!' he said. 'I have been listening to this fellow's blah

friend is having a grand time.' In course of time they both died. 

The messenger of Death came for the soul of the one who had listened to the Bhagavata and 

dragged it off to hell. The messenger of God came for the soul of the one who had been to the 

house of prostitution and led it up to heaven. Verily, the Lord looks into a man's heart and 

him by what he does or where he lives. 
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COLOUR THE HOLY TRIO

Sri Ramakrishna 
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Sri Sarada Devi 
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CENTRE’S ACTIVITIES 

The Ramakrishna Vedanta Centre 

few times a year by Swami Sridharananda. 

year. During the year, the Centre has observed a steady rise in the number of devotees 

participating in events organized by

motivated by their parents. There are clear indications that the Centre has been successful in 

spreading its message to the greater community involving people from different religions.

 

The following activities have been 

2010. 

 

1. The fifth annual function was held on 

four hundred devotees. 

 

2. Regular monthly prayer meeting

Swami Atmeshananda 

 

3. Swami Sridharananda delivered a series of discourses in the month of July, 2009 on the 

following topics: 

 

a.  “Swami Vivekananda as Sri Ramakrishna made Him

Chapel Hill on the 3

 

b. “Sri Ramakrishna as Swami Vivekananda saw Him

Queensland on the 

Religion & Classics, The University of Queensland

 

c. “Holy Mother Sri Sarada Devi, who is She?

the 5th July, 2009 

4. Regular classes on Hinduism were conducted at the Brisbane State High School.

 

5. Birthday celebrations of Sri Ramakrishna

observed on the 6th March 2010

 

 

---------------------------------- OOONNNSSS      

CENTRE’S ACTIVITIES FOR 2009–2010. 
 

The Ramakrishna Vedanta Centre of Queensland is regularly visited by Swami Atmeshananda and a 

few times a year by Swami Sridharananda.  In addition, Mataji Pravarajika Ajayaprana visits once a 

Centre has observed a steady rise in the number of devotees 

events organized by the centre, especially the young children

y their parents. There are clear indications that the Centre has been successful in 

spreading its message to the greater community involving people from different religions.

The following activities have been organised by the Vedanta Centre of Queensland 

nnual function was held on the 13th of June, 2009. It was well 

egular monthly prayer meetings and Geeta classes were held at the centre

anda delivered a series of discourses in the month of July, 2009 on the 

Swami Vivekananda as Sri Ramakrishna made Him” - at the Vedanta centre, 

Chapel Hill on the 3rd July 2009 

Sri Ramakrishna as Swami Vivekananda saw Him “ - at The University of 

Queensland on the 4th July 2009 organised by the School of History, Philosophy, 

Religion & Classics, The University of Queensland 

Holy Mother Sri Sarada Devi, who is She?” - at Jamboree Heights State School on 

 

sses on Hinduism were conducted at the Brisbane State High School.

of Sri Ramakrishna, Sri Sarada Devi and Swami Vivekananda 

March 2010, 12th December 2009 and 6th February 2010
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y their parents. There are clear indications that the Centre has been successful in 

spreading its message to the greater community involving people from different religions. 

by the Vedanta Centre of Queensland during 2009–

was well attended by over 

centre conducted by 

anda delivered a series of discourses in the month of July, 2009 on the 

at the Vedanta centre, 

University of 

July 2009 organised by the School of History, Philosophy, 

at Jamboree Heights State School on 

sses on Hinduism were conducted at the Brisbane State High School. 

Sri Sarada Devi and Swami Vivekananda were 

February 2010 respectively. 
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6. Swami Chandrashekharananda conducted a 

2009. 

 

7. Swami Atmapriyananda, Vice Chancellor, Vive

the Centre from the 15th to the 17th of December and delivered a talk at Indooroopilly 

Senior Citizen’s Hall to a house

 

8. Celebration of Kalpataru Day was observed on the 1

 

9. A   hilarious Gujarati drama 

Primary State School Hall.

Details of some of the events are 

 

Sri Ramakrishna’s Birthday Celebration

 

 

The Vedanta Centre of Queensland celebrated the 178

the 6th of March 2010 at the Indooroopilly Senior Citizen Ha

too the event attracted large number of devotees to the ceremony. 

 

The ceremony was inaugurated by Swami Atmeshananda with prayers and offerings (pooja) to Sri 

Ramakrishna and participated by all devotees. This was

and various other devotees ending with a brief recital on the life of Sri Ramakrishna. 

rendition by Shri Jagadish Mishra was well acclaimed by the audience.
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shekharananda conducted a satsang at the centre on the

Swami Atmapriyananda, Vice Chancellor, Vivekananda University, Belur Math,

the Centre from the 15th to the 17th of December and delivered a talk at Indooroopilly 

to a house-full audience on “Science and Religion”.

Celebration of Kalpataru Day was observed on the 1st of January 2010.

rama was organised on Saturday the 1st of May 2010

. 

 

 mentioned below: 

Sri Ramakrishna’s Birthday Celebration 

The Vedanta Centre of Queensland celebrated the 178th birthday ceremony of Sri Ramakrishna on 

of March 2010 at the Indooroopilly Senior Citizen Hall in Brisbane. As every year, th

attracted large number of devotees to the ceremony.  

The ceremony was inaugurated by Swami Atmeshananda with prayers and offerings (pooja) to Sri 

Ramakrishna and participated by all devotees. This was followed by devotional songs by the Swami 

and various other devotees ending with a brief recital on the life of Sri Ramakrishna. 

rendition by Shri Jagadish Mishra was well acclaimed by the audience. The highlight of the event 
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the 21st of September 

kananda University, Belur Math, India visited 

the Centre from the 15th to the 17th of December and delivered a talk at Indooroopilly 

”. 

of January 2010. 

of May 2010 at McGregor 

birthday ceremony of Sri Ramakrishna on 

As every year, this year 

The ceremony was inaugurated by Swami Atmeshananda with prayers and offerings (pooja) to Sri 

followed by devotional songs by the Swami  

and various other devotees ending with a brief recital on the life of Sri Ramakrishna. The Santoor 

highlight of the event  
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was the highly motivating discourse on Sri Ramakrishna and the Vedanta movement by 

Swami Sridharananda. Few of the Swami’s

on Youtube (http://www.youtube.com/user/VedantaSydney
 

The program was followed by a vegetarian lunch. 

president Mr. Mahalingam Sinnathamby 

worked hard to make the event a grand s
 

Holy Mother Sri Sarada Devi

 
The 156th birth anniversary of Holy Mother Sri Sara

December 2009 at the Indooroopilly Senior Citizen Hall in Brisbane

a huge number of devotees. The program consisted of Puja and numerous devotional songs sung 

by the devotees. The event concluded with a 
 

 

 

---------------------------------- OOONNNSSS      

hly motivating discourse on Sri Ramakrishna and the Vedanta movement by 

the Swami’s lectures on Gita and Patanjali Yoga sutras are available 

outube.com/user/VedantaSydney). 

owed by a vegetarian lunch. Dr. Ashim Majumdar hosted 

president Mr. Mahalingam Sinnathamby delivered the vote of thanks. The working committee 

worked hard to make the event a grand success.  

 

Holy Mother Sri Sarada Devi’s Birthday Celebration 

of Holy Mother Sri Sarada Devi was celebrated on the 12

at the Indooroopilly Senior Citizen Hall in Brisbane. Once again, it was attended by 

The program consisted of Puja and numerous devotional songs sung 

devotees. The event concluded with a vegetarian dinner. 

 

PPPaaagggeee   222999    

hly motivating discourse on Sri Ramakrishna and the Vedanta movement by Revered 

on Gita and Patanjali Yoga sutras are available 

hosted the program and the 

vote of thanks. The working committee 

 

da Devi was celebrated on the 12th of 

. Once again, it was attended by 

The program consisted of Puja and numerous devotional songs sung 



 RRRAAAMMMAAAKKKRRRIIISSSHHHNNNAAA   VVVEEEDDDAAANNNTTTAAA   CCCEEENNNTTTRRREEE
 

Visit of the Vice Chancellor

Swami Atmapriyananda visited the Centre 

Indooroopilly Senior Citizen’s Hall 
 

Currently, he is Vice Chancellor of Ramakrishna Mission Vivekananda University since 2005. Before 

becoming a monk, Swami Atmapriyananda completed his PhD degree from the Department of 

Theoretical Physics, University of Madras, Chennai, Tamil Nadu, India, in 1975.  Inspired by the 

ideal of renunciation and service as taught by Sri Ramakrishna, Sri Sarada Devi

and the direct disciples of Sri Ramakris

Mission Saradapitha, Belur Math, the Headquarters of the worldwide organization, Ramakrishna 

Math and Ramakrishna Mission.  

The lecture is available online 

The Gujarati Drama team performed ‘Sasro Karave’ setting on Saturday 1

McGregor Primary State School Hall. 

proceeds were graciously donated to Ramakrishna Vedanta Centre of Queensland. The organisers 

thanked Swami Atmeshananda for attending and all the volunteers, who 

worked hard to make it such a great success. The Ramakrishna Vedanta Centre of Queensland 

acknowledges the generous support of Guajarati community.

The talented artists 
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Visit of the Vice Chancellor, Vivekananda University 

visited the Centre in the month of December 2009. He 

Indooroopilly Senior Citizen’s Hall on the topic “Science and Religion” to a house

is Vice Chancellor of Ramakrishna Mission Vivekananda University since 2005. Before 

ng a monk, Swami Atmapriyananda completed his PhD degree from the Department of 

Theoretical Physics, University of Madras, Chennai, Tamil Nadu, India, in 1975.  Inspired by the 

ideal of renunciation and service as taught by Sri Ramakrishna, Sri Sarada Devi

and the direct disciples of Sri Ramakrishna, he joined as a Brahmachari in 1978 at Ramakrishna 

Mission Saradapitha, Belur Math, the Headquarters of the worldwide organization, Ramakrishna 

 

ailable online at www.ramakrishna.com.au/htm/download_01.htm
 

The Gujarati Drama 

The Gujarati Drama team performed ‘Sasro Karave’ setting on Saturday 1

School Hall.  The drama was attended by around 450 people and all the 

proceeds were graciously donated to Ramakrishna Vedanta Centre of Queensland. The organisers 

thanked Swami Atmeshananda for attending and all the volunteers, who 

such a great success. The Ramakrishna Vedanta Centre of Queensland 

acknowledges the generous support of Guajarati community. 

The talented artists of the hilarious Gujarati drama 
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The drama was attended by around 450 people and all the 

proceeds were graciously donated to Ramakrishna Vedanta Centre of Queensland. The organisers 

thanked Swami Atmeshananda for attending and all the volunteers, who  

such a great success. The Ramakrishna Vedanta Centre of Queensland 
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“It is a privilege to serve 
mankind; for this is the 
worship of God; God is 
here, in all these human 
souls. He is the soul of the 

man”. 

-Swami Vivekananda
 

With best wishes from
Dr Indira and Hari Jhamb

 

 
 

“Religion is realization, not talk, nor doctrine, nor 
theories, however beautiful they may be. It is being 
and becoming, not hearing or acknowle
whole soul becoming changed into what it believes”.
 

 

Drs Ashim, Krishna, Suman and Avik Majumdar
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“When you are doing any 
work, do not think of 

anything beyond. Do it as 
worship, as the highest 
worship and devote your 
whole life to it for the 

time being”

-Swami Vivekananda
 

With best wishes from
Professor Suresh and Meena 

Bhatia & family
 

“It is a privilege to serve 
mankind; for this is the 
worship of God; God is 
here, in all these human 

He is the soul of the 

 
Swami Vivekananda 

With best wishes from 
Hari Jhamb 

“Religion is realization, not talk, nor doctrine, nor 
theories, however beautiful they may be. It is being 
and becoming, not hearing or acknowledging, it is the 
whole soul becoming changed into what it believes”.

-Swami Vivekananda 

 
Best wishes from 

Drs Ashim, Krishna, Suman and Avik Majumdar
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ship and devote your 
whole life to it for the 

time being”. 
 

Swami Vivekananda 

With best wishes from 
Professor Suresh and Meena 

Bhatia & family 

“Religion is realization, not talk, nor doctrine, nor 
theories, however beautiful they may be. It is being 

dging, it is the 
whole soul becoming changed into what it believes”.  

Swami Vivekananda  

Drs Ashim, Krishna, Suman and Avik Majumdar 
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“Undertake only those works that present themselves 
to you and are of pressing necessity 
in the spirit of detachment.
involved in many activities.
God”. 
 

  
 
 

With b
Dr Sudhir, Geeta, Neha and Sameer Chhatbar
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Undertake only those works that present themselves 
to you and are of pressing necessity - and those also 
in the spirit of detachment.  It is not good to be
involved in many activities.  That makes one forget 

- Sri Ramakrishna

With best wishes from 
Dr Sudhir, Geeta, Neha and Sameer Chhatbar
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Undertake only those works that present themselves 
and those also 

It is not good to become 
That makes one forget 

Sri Ramakrishna 

Dr Sudhir, Geeta, Neha and Sameer Chhatbar 
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“Even moist wood placed upon a fire soon 

becomes dry and finally begins to burn. Similarly, 

the society of the pious drives away the moisture 

of greed and lust from the hearts of worldly 

persons, and then the fire of Viveka 

(discrimination) burns steadily in them

                                  

With best complements from
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                                                    -Sri Ramakrishna
 

With best complements from
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“A boat may stay in water, 
but water should not stay 
on the boat. An aspirant 
may line in the worl
the world should not live 

in him”. 
 

-Sri Ramakrishna
 

 
      Best complements f

Dr. Jagdish and Toshi Raj

 

Best Wishes & Compliments to Best Wishes & Compliments to Best Wishes & Compliments to Best Wishes & Compliments to 
Ramakrishna Vedanta Centre Ramakrishna Vedanta Centre Ramakrishna Vedanta Centre Ramakrishna Vedanta Centre 

AnniversaryAnniversaryAnniversaryAnniversary        

Shyam & Prabha Verma

 

7 Day Convenience and 
Takeaway 
6am – 9pm 

Ph 3372 9589 

Cnr. Forest Lake Blvd and 
Woogaroo St, Forest Lake
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“A boat may stay in water, 
but water should not stay 
on the boat. An aspirant 
may line in the world but 
the world should not live 

Sri Ramakrishna 

Best complements from 
Dr. Jagdish and Toshi Raj 

Best Wishes & Compliments to Best Wishes & Compliments to Best Wishes & Compliments to Best Wishes & Compliments to     
Ramakrishna Vedanta Centre Ramakrishna Vedanta Centre Ramakrishna Vedanta Centre Ramakrishna Vedanta Centre 6th6th6th6th    

Shyam & Prabha Verma 

 

7 Day Convenience and 

 

Cnr. Forest Lake Blvd and  
Woogaroo St, Forest Lake 

“There is nothing wrong in 
your being in the world. 
But you must direct your 

mind towards God; 
otherwise you will not 

succeed. Do your duty with 
one hand and with the 
other hold to God”.

         -Sri Ramakrishna 

Best complements from

Sansar and Veena Sharma

 

“It is necessary for y
live in the company 

holy man. First of all,
company of holy men; 
then Sraddha, faith in 

God

-Sri Ram

Best wishes from
Dr Prabhat, Sarbani, and Saion 

Chatterjee 
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Best wishes from 
Dr Prabhat, Sarbani, and Saion 

Chatterjee  
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“The magnetic needle 
points always to the 

North, hence the sailing 
vessel does not lose her 
course, so long as the 

heart of man is directed 
towards God, he cannot be 

lost in the ocean of 
worldliness”. 

  -Sri Ramakrishna
 

Best wishes from Gopinath, 
Kakoli and Shilpi 
Chattopadhyay,

& Mimi and Sudipta Basak

 

“It is the nature of water to flow downwards, but the 
sun’s rays to lift it upwards towards the sky. Li
it is the very nature of the mind to go to lower things, 
to objects of enjoyment, but the Grace of God can 

make the mind go towards higher objects”.

Dr Bram, Sarojana, Kapeesha & Kaveesh Singh
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Best wishes from Gopinath, 
Kakoli and Shilpi 
Chattopadhyay, 

& Mimi and Sudipta Basak 

 
 

Isavasya Upanishad verse 6
 

“He who sees all beings in 
the Self itself, and the 

Self in all beings, feels no 
hatred by virtue of that 

(realisation)
 
 

Best wishes from
Jayshree & Prabat Kapadia
 
 
 

 
“It is the nature of water to flow downwards, but the 
sun’s rays to lift it upwards towards the sky. Li
it is the very nature of the mind to go to lower things, 
to objects of enjoyment, but the Grace of God can 

make the mind go towards higher objects”.
 

-Holy Mother

 
 

Best wishes from  
Dr Bram, Sarojana, Kapeesha & Kaveesh Singh
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He who sees all beings in 
the Self itself, and the 

Self in all beings, feels no 
by virtue of that 

(realisation)”. 
 
 

Best wishes from 
Jayshree & Prabat Kapadia 

“It is the nature of water to flow downwards, but the 
sun’s rays to lift it upwards towards the sky. Likewise, 
it is the very nature of the mind to go to lower things, 
to objects of enjoyment, but the Grace of God can 

make the mind go towards higher objects”. 

Holy Mother 

 

Dr Bram, Sarojana, Kapeesha & Kaveesh Singh 
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“Oh Lord, lead me from the unreal to the real,
Lead me from the darkness of ignorance

to the light of knowledge
Lead me from death

to everlasting divine peace and bliss.”

From Kamala, Dr Ashish & Tapash Das

---------------------------------- OOONNNSSS      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IN MEMORIAM 
  

Dr. N. DAS 
Departed 25th May 2008 

 
  

“Oh Lord, lead me from the unreal to the real,
e from the darkness of ignorance
to the light of knowledge 
Lead me from death 

to everlasting divine peace and bliss.”
 
 

From Kamala, Dr Ashish & Tapash Das

PPPaaagggeee   333777    

“Oh Lord, lead me from the unreal to the real, 
e from the darkness of ignorance 

to everlasting divine peace and bliss.” 

From Kamala, Dr Ashish & Tapash Das 
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DIRECTOR 
Phone: 0450 582 540    Skype: pushpav1    Em

 
Services Provided: 
Life Coaching – www.galaxycoaching.com.au
Business Coaching – www.galaxycoaching.com
Health, Well Being & Spirituality 
Counselling, Clinical Hypnosis, Master Neuro Strategist & Motivational Speaker

FREE FIRST CONSULTATIONFREE FIRST CONSULTATIONFREE FIRST CONSULTATIONFREE FIRST CONSULTATION
Winner of “Outstanding Business of th

Finalist for “Community Volunteer Work, 2009”
 

 

• SALE/PURCHASE/LEASING/PROPERTY MANAGEMENT OF  

RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL/DEVELOPMENT PROPERT

• BUSINESS SALES 

1/ 3078 Surfers Paradise Blvd, Surfers Paradise 

Mobile : 0434 253 045 / 0415 640 20

EEE   OOOFFF   QQQLLLDDD      

 

 

With Swamiji’s Blessings 

PUSHPA 
DIRECTOR - GALAXY COACHING 

Phone: 0450 582 540    Skype: pushpav1    Email: pushpa@galaxycoaching.com

www.galaxycoaching.com.au,  
.galaxycoaching.com 

Health, Well Being & Spirituality – www.galaxyyoga.com 
Counselling, Clinical Hypnosis, Master Neuro Strategist & Motivational Speaker

FREE FIRST CONSULTATIONFREE FIRST CONSULTATIONFREE FIRST CONSULTATIONFREE FIRST CONSULTATION    
Winner of “Outstanding Business of the Year, 2009”

And 
Finalist for “Community Volunteer Work, 2009”

 

With best compliments from 

AJAY BAKSHI 
LICENSEE/GENERAL MANAGER 

YONG GOLD COAST CENTRAL 

SALE/PURCHASE/LEASING/PROPERTY MANAGEMENT OF  

RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL/INDUSTRIAL/DEVELOPMENT PROPERTIES

1/ 3078 Surfers Paradise Blvd, Surfers Paradise 

QLD 4217 

Mobile : 0434 253 045 / 0415 640 20 

Direct  : (07) 5579 4312 

Reception : (07) 5579 4388 

Fax  : (07) 5579 4399 

Email :  ajay.bakshi@yong.com.au 

 

PPPaaagggeee   333888      

 

 

pushpa@galaxycoaching.com  

Counselling, Clinical Hypnosis, Master Neuro Strategist & Motivational Speaker 

e Year, 2009” 

Finalist for “Community Volunteer Work, 2009” 

IES 



SSSIIIXXXTTTHHH   AAANNNNNNIIIVVVEEERRRSSSAAARRRYYY   CCCEEELLLEEEBBBRRRAAATTTIIIOOO

 

“What are you to do when you are placed in the 

world? Give up everything to Him, resign 

yourself to Him, and there will be no more 

trouble for you. Then you will come to know 

that everything is done by His 

SPICEMART

Foods Products & Spices From

*  South Africa and NZ

With Cash n Carry

49 Colebard Street East Acacia Ridge 

Phone

http://www.spicemartonline.com.au/
  

---------------------------------- OOONNNSSS      

“What are you to do when you are placed in the 

world? Give up everything to Him, resign 

yourself to Him, and there will be no more 

trouble for you. Then you will come to know 

that everything is done by His will.” 

- Sri Ramakrishna 

 

 

 

SPICEMART- ACACIA RIDGE

Foods Products & Spices From

*  India 

*  Sri Lanka 

South Africa and NZ 

 

With Cash n Carry 

49 Colebard Street East Acacia Ridge 

Qld 4110 

 

Phone: 07 32768878 

http://www.spicemartonline.com.au/

PPPaaagggeee   333999    

“What are you to do when you are placed in the 

world? Give up everything to Him, resign 

yourself to Him, and there will be no more 

trouble for you. Then you will come to know 

Sri Ramakrishna  

ACACIA RIDGE 

Foods Products & Spices From 

 

49 Colebard Street East Acacia Ridge  

http://www.spicemartonline.com.au/ 
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PRIME PAINTING
 

APPROVED APPLICATIONS OF ALL DECORATIVE FINISHES

ALL TYPES OF SPRAY PAINTING, AIRLESS ETC

ALL ASPECTS

 

 

MANAGER: JOHN VAN DER ARK 

10 BRADLEY ROAD CLO

 

 

  

 

“Religion is the manifestation of the divinity already in 
man. We want to lead mankind to the place where 

there is neither the Veda nor the Bible, nor the Koran; 
yet this has to be done by harmonizing the Vedas, the 

Bible and the Koran”.

Dr Arun, Dr Nivedita and Raka Dutta
                             
 
 

EEE   OOOFFF   QQQLLLDDD      

PRIME PAINTING 

PLICATIONS OF ALL DECORATIVE FINISHES

 

ALL TYPES OF SPRAY PAINTING, AIRLESS ETC

 

TEXTURE FINISHES 

 

ASPECTS OF PAINTING AND DECORATING

 

QUALITY ASSURED 

MANAGER: JOHN VAN DER ARK – BSA 078196 

 

MOBILE: 0409 279269 

 

FAX: 07 3283 6039 

 

10 BRADLEY ROAD CLONTARF 4019 

 

primepainting@smartchat.net.au 

 

  
“Religion is the manifestation of the divinity already in 

nt to lead mankind to the place where 
there is neither the Veda nor the Bible, nor the Koran; 
yet this has to be done by harmonizing the Vedas, the 

Bible and the Koran”. 
 

-Swami Vivekananda
 

 
Best wishes from  

Dr Arun, Dr Nivedita and Raka Dutta

PPPaaagggeee   444000      

 

PLICATIONS OF ALL DECORATIVE FINISHES 

ALL TYPES OF SPRAY PAINTING, AIRLESS ETC 

OF PAINTING AND DECORATING 

“Religion is the manifestation of the divinity already in 
nt to lead mankind to the place where 

there is neither the Veda nor the Bible, nor the Koran; 
yet this has to be done by harmonizing the Vedas, the 

Swami Vivekananda 

Dr Arun, Dr Nivedita and Raka Dutta 
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“As a mirror reflects all 
things held before it, so 
when your mind-mirror 
is calm, you will b

able to see reflected in 
it the true quality of 

others”. 
 

-Paramhansa Yogananda
 

Best complements from

Neel, Sharmishtha and Ujjal 

---------------------------------- OOONNNSSS      

 
“Unselfishness is more 

paying, only people 

have not the patience 

to prac

 

- Swami Vivekananda

“As a mirror reflects all 
things held before it, so 

mirror 
is calm, you will be 

able to see reflected in 
it the true quality of 

Paramhansa Yogananda 

Best complements from 

armishtha and Ujjal  

PPPaaagggeee   444111    

“Unselfishness is more 

paying, only people 

have not the patience 

to practise it.” 

Swami Vivekananda 
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Ramakrishna
 

Books, Audio and Video CDs/DVDs, of lectures on spiritual topics are 

available for sale at the Vedanta 

these containing invaluable life

to your family and friends. 

Books are infinite in number and time 

knowledge is to take what is essential.

live up to it. 

For details contact the centre at

vedantabrisbane@gmail.com

website: www.ramakrishna.com.au

 

EEE   OOOFFF   QQQLLLDDD      

Ramakrishna-Vivekananda-Vedanta Literature

Books, Audio and Video CDs/DVDs, of lectures on spiritual topics are 

available for sale at the Vedanta Centre. On special occasions make a gift of 

these containing invaluable life-giving, character building ennobling ideas 

to your family and friends.  
 

 
 

 

Books for children 

 

in number and time is short. The secret of 

knowledge is to take what is essential. Take that and try to 

- Swami Vivekananda

r details contact the centre at 07 37200228 or send an email to

vedantabrisbane@gmail.com. Our book store catalogue is available on our 

www.ramakrishna.com.au. Please visit our book store 

out the new arrivals! 

PPPaaagggeee   444222      

 

Vedanta Literature 

Books, Audio and Video CDs/DVDs, of lectures on spiritual topics are 

special occasions make a gift of 

giving, character building ennobling ideas 

 

 

 

short. The secret of 

Take that and try to 

Swami Vivekananda 
 

or send an email to:  

Our book store catalogue is available on our 

Please visit our book store to check 


